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DEVOTED TO THE INTEREST OF COLLECTORS OF ALL CLASSES. 


N OBS t+ No; 1; 


MEXICO, N. Y., MARCH, 1887. 


F. A. Tuomas, Zdztor. 


FOR SALE. 


Remember the following goods are all in 
good condition and post-paid. 


12 var. Confederate State money and bonds, 
50c.; 12 var. metal rebellion cards, 50c.; 12 
species of fossils (named), 50c.; 12 var. of 
minerals (named) 50c.; 20 var. sea shells, sea 


beans and coral, 50c.; 12 species of birds eggs 
(named), $1; 12 foreign coins, 1800 and _pre- 
vious, $1; 12 var. silver, Ger. silver and nickle 
coins, $1; 25 var. foreign coins, many desira- 
ble, $1; 12 var. old State bank bills, $1; Mag- 
netic iron ore (load stone), per oz., 25c.; Cal- 
ifornia gold halves, 60c, quarters 30c.; Trilob- 
ites, 25¢c to $1 each, Fern fossils 25 to 50c. 


12 assorted flint arrow points........... 50e. 
Ungrooved stone axes........ each 25 to 50c. 
Arrow points (white quartz) ‘* 15 to 25e. 
ae “ (rotary, rare) «28 to 50e. 
pe ‘¢ (serrated, rare) ‘ 25 to 50c. 
aa ‘¢ (rotary with serrated 
edge, Very rare)....... each 50c to $1.00 


Flint scrapers, drills or spearpoints, each 25c 
to $1.00. Perforators, each 25 to 50¢c; Hema- 
tite celts (red iron ore), each 50c to $1.00. 


MERCER’s NUMISMATIC DIRECTORY, giv- 
ing the names of all coin and autograph col- 
lectors and other valuable information, $1.00. 


MERCER’S COIN BOOK, over 1100 illus- 
trations, printed in gold and silver, $1.00. 


CorFIN HANDBILL; or BLoopy DeExEps of 
Gen. Andrew Jackson. ‘Sample copy, 15c. 
Agents wanted. 


Price current of allU S. and Collonial gold, } 


silver, copper, nickle and bronze coins, 10c. 


The Following by Express. 


Stone axes (grooved), each 50c, 75c, $1.00 
to $2.00. Stone axes large (ungrooved), 50c 
to $1.00 Stone pestles, (corn crushers), 50c 
to $1.00. 


Beautiful minerals and crystals in great va- 
riety, 25c, 50c, and 75c to $1.00 each. 


White coral from Asia, each $2.00 to $5.00. 
Beautiful polished Ammonites from Europe, 
from $2.50 up to $10.00 each, beautiful pol- 
ished Agates from $2.00 to $5.00 each, Mam- 
moth tooth, $7.00. Section of Mastodon ver- 
tebra, perfect, $10.00. 

We have modern Indian relies, such as fine 
buckskin, squaw suits, guncases, medicine 
and tobacco bags, red pipes, bows and arrows, 
moccasins, etc. We have a great variety of 
old arms, flint-locks, swords, pistols, also rude 
Confederate pikes, swords, knives, etc. 


Ee Send stamps for Price Lists of Indian 
Relics, Autographs, Minerals, Fossils, Coins, 
Confederate Money, etc. 


R. W. MERCER, 


147 Central Avenue, 


CINCINNATI, O. 


Incidents in Coin Collecting. 
BY J. G. BINGHAM, MCGRAWVILLE, N. Y. 


In the month of October, 1875, I 
met a gentleman at the Lirst Vational 
Bank in Cortland, N. Y., who, after 
the preliminaries of an introduction, 
in which he learned I was a Coin Col- 
lector, began to inquire of my success, 
and showed considerable interest in 
the statements I there made him. 

After a short conversation he said: 
“Tf you will call up to my house in 
H——some day I will let you have a 
few pieces that I think you will find 
desirable.” Thanking him and prom- 
ising to do so at the first leisure mo- 
ment, we separated. In a few days I 
had a business call to H nine 
miles distant, and after its completion 
I drove to the gentleman’s house, find- 
ing him at home. 

He brought out a small parcel from 
another room in which stood his safe 
and some other office furniture, and 
before undoing the package he pre- 
faced, showing its contents with the 
remark : “I have had these coins in 
my possession nearly four years. I re- 
member I thought they were so nice 
in appearance at that time that I con- 
cluded to lay them aside as keepsakes. 
But I have lost interest in them, and 
for the vim and enthusiasm you show 
in the profession I have taken a liking 
to you; and if you care for these 
coins you shall have them.” 

Untieing the parcel in the meantime 
and in which I was mentally hoping 


jhe had some fine and rare coins; 


imagine my astonishment when the 
first piece that made its appearance 
was a proof U. S. dollar of 1836. 
“Isn’t that a fine fellow” he remarked. 
I acquiesced that it was quite pretty 
for so late a date. Here are some 
more that perhaps you will like better, 
slowly handing out fine dollars of 
1795, 1796, 1797, 1798 and 1799. 
These were so perfectly preserved as 
to be almost gems of their years. 


Untieing another small package, he 
dropped out eleven half dollars, one 
very good of 1815, but unfortunately 
pierced with a small hole over the 
head of Liberty. One of 1820, one a 
proof of 1830 and the balance of later 
dates, all in excellent state of preser- 
vation. The last package contained 
seven U.S. cents only. Try as hard 
as I could not to manifest too much in- 
terest, these last nearly out-generaled 
me. I ran my eyes over their dates, 
1793, 1795, 1796, 1807, over six 1809, 
r8tr and 1812. Nota worn cent in 
the lot, but each in fine to uncirculated 
(as ‘from the die) conditions; condi- 
tions so desirable to coin fanciers. 
I could hardly conceal my excitement, 
as I mentally exclaimed “they are mag- 
nificent, grand, every one a gem.” 
I sounded each piece to test genuine- 
ness ; none gave any uncertain sound. 
I examined each closely, and the more 
closely examined the more they pleased 
me. After doing so,in which the gen- 
tleman watched every movement with 
interest, I said “they are a good lot 
friend C., and if you will spare them 
at a reasonable price, I would certain- 
ly like them.” C’s reply was given 
without any hesitation “I am glad that 
you like them, and you shall have 
them at your own figures.” 


Not at all my Dear Sir, I answered. 
“You must make your own price, and 
if agreeable, I will accept and thank 
you.” Taking his pencil and a scrap 
of paper he made a moments calcula- 
tion and said, “ give me fifty cents on 
the dollar over face value on the dol- 
lars and half dollars, and I think the 
cents are worth or ought to be about 
35 cents. The lot total amount to 
$17.60.” I passed to him a $20 bill 


and upon his rising to get me the dif- 
ference I said, “do not trouble your- 
self to get the change, the coins are 
worth the $20 and I prefer to pay you 
more than to pay you any less. He 
expostulated, but I was firm, and doing 
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COMMON SENSE. 


up the coins and putting them in my 
pocket, we, after a short conversation 
on various subjects, parted with kind- 
ly feelings of esteem and regard. I 
might add that afterward I was offered 
$100 for this identical lot of coins, and 
(foolishly perhaps) did not think best 
to accept it ; but later I did spare one 
of the dollars at $18.50 and three of 
the cents at $21.50, retaining the best 


of all in my own collection. 


Mexican Ruins. 

The Chichuahua (Mexico) Enter- 
prise reports the discovery of some 
remarkable ancient ruins near Mag- 
dalena, in Sonora. Half way up the 
hill, which is about 700 feet high, isa 
layer of gypsum, white as snow, and 
easily cut, yet hard enough to retain 
its shape after being cut. In it are 
cut a great number of rooms. The 
walls and ceilings are plumb, the 
walls being about eight feet high. 
There are no windows, though the 
stone is so white that the rooms are 
not dark. Figures carved on the 
walls show human hands having five 
fingers and athumb, and the feet hav- 
ing six toes. The rooms are one 
above another to the height of three 
or four stories, but they secede at 
each story the width of a room, pre- 


senting the appearance of steps. 
—___~ 02____- 


There is now in the museum of the 
German P. O. Department, a letter 
cover a hundred years old, that tells 
an odd story. The local magistrate 
at Dargan has contributed the envel- 
ope that enclosed an ordinary letter 
sent at some time between 1760 and 
1789, from Philadelphia, to his great- 
grand-father. The sender’ left his 
correspondent to pay for it, and the 
stamps on the cover show that after it 
had come through London, Calais, 
Brussels, Hague, Amsterdam and Ham- 
burg, he was mulcted just 5 thalers 
and 12 shilling Mecklenburg money, 
or about $4.50 Nowadays such a let- 
ter is sent all over the world for five 


cents.—lV. Y. Tribune. 
————> + ____. 


Dealers try an “adv.,’’ 3,000 copies 
in the next issue. Sent to all live col- 
lectors in United States and Canada. 
Notice low rates. 


EXCHANGES. 


These columns are free to all, but subscribers will 
be given the preference. All exchanges must be in 
by the 15th of the month to insure insertion in next 
number. 


I willsend the paper a whole year— 
post-paid, for five Indian arrow-heads 
or two spear-heads. I also want any 
curiosities, relics and minerals that I 
can get. Collectors please send lists. 

F. A. THOMAs, 
Mexico, N. Y. 

Collectors please send me lists of 
Indian relics. I will exchange—all 
letters answered. 

AVERY SKINNER, 
; Mexico, N. Y. 
Boas PY A StS 
Notes. 

When you see a stamp that is worth 
dollars, advertised for ten cents, don’t 
buy it, for no doubt it is a counterfeit. 


In the Smithsonian Institute at 
Washington is the small nugget of 
gold, a little larger than a pea, that 
first met the eyes of John Marshall in 
the sawmill raceway at Sacramento, 
and was the beginning of those dis- 
coveries in California that have added 
nearly $1,500,000,000 in gold to the 
world’s stock of the precious metals. 


The scales used in the U. S. assay 
office are so delicate that a hair turns 
the balance. You can ascertain by 
them the difference in weight of two 
eye-lashes. They are made of alumi- 
num, and might be compared toa 
snow-flake. 

A-gold nugget weighing thirty-five 
pounds and valued at $6,000 is on 
exhibition in San Francisco. It was 
found in the northeastern part of the 
State and is the largest and finest ever 
unearthed. 

The petrified skeleton of a whale 
over thirty feet long has been discov- 
ered, by an officer of the coast survey, 
on a range of mountains in Monterey 
county, Cal., over 3,300 feet above 
the sea level. 

Complete sets of U. S. fractional 
currency are worth, if in good condi- 
tion, from two to ten times their face 
values, according to the date of their 
issue. 

C. B. Hill, of Guatemala, Central 
America, is the biggest dealer in post- 
age stamps in the world. He weighs 
297 pounds. 


YOUR CHOICE A DIME, 


ANY SIX FOR FIFTY CENTS. 


United States cents of 1779, 1802 or 1803; Colonial 
Bill of Pennsylvania, 1770; a Beautiful Proof Medal 
of ‘‘ Independence Hall”’ ; 12 varieties of U. 8S. Docu- 
ment Stamps; 100 varieties Foreign Stamps; U. S. 
Postage 30 and 90 cent, of 1870; DAILY ADVER- 
TISERS, fine old Newspaper of 1791; 4 $10.00 Con- 
federate Bills; 3 Chinese Siamese and Japanese 
Coins ; 2 Alligator Teeth ; 2 perfect (Oregon) Indian 
Arrow Heads; an ancient Roman BRONZE Coin of 
eee or some of the Czesars, named and classi- 
fled. 


NONE LESS THAN 1600 YEARS OLD. 
ALL THE ABOVE FOR $1.12. 


(Coin Price List Free with Each Order. 
J. G. BINGHAM, 
McGrawville, N. Y. 


WAR RELICS! 


We have all kinds of war relics, including 
SWORDS, MUSKETS, BAYONETS, SHOT, SHELL, 
BULLETS, EQUIPMENTS, Etc., 

FOR SALE CHEAP. 


Send stamp for large list of War Relics, Minerals, 
Woods, Curiosities, Natural History Specimens, etc. 
Correspondence solicited with collectors. 


VICTOR A. ROHRER, Trego, Md. 


STOP RIGHT HERE? 


and note the following great bargains: 


1 fine Wisconsin Arrow head.....:... a ein OCLSs 
1 fine Wisconsin Spear head................... 20, ** 
1 doz. Assorted Arrow heads...............00008 50° §¢ 
1 Hossil' Stiarks Tooth) rare 220s.<ss.ks ast eese Ty tk 
1 Sharks gos. cae salon beens sen tione ae aes Dueck 
Le Star Wisin a2 yee Renee Sa Oe eee eee. 5 
5 varieties Mineral Specimens, labelled........ 25. *° 
5 varieties Foreign Coins. .... 0.2. ceiessaesduc 15 ; * 
2 varieties Confederate States Stamps......... 6 ‘* 
Hints on: Insect Collecting..225..2.020 555 6.2534 LO Fs 
Premium: Coin Gist< <tc. 284 sn tiaoes ce eee ee 105° 
Gem Stamp AlbUM 3.6.0 nese ask eee Lat re 


WoLld StampsAlpiin.. 320s acter es ach ee 5) ele 
All Sent Post Paid. 


E. B. CORNWELL, 
Rubicon, Dodge-‘County, Wisconsin. 


RUBBER STAMPS. 


A pencil, pen holder and self-inking rubber stamp, 
combined with 1, 2 or3 linesof any reading desired. 


NEEDS INK BUT ONCE IN SIX WEEKS. 


This article is made of brass, heavily nickel plated. 
Every one should have one. Large pay to Agents. 
Price with ink, 70 cents. 
Address 
F. T. COCKING, 
Killingly, Conn. 


NATURALISTS SUPPLY DEPOT. 


A full and complete line of all goods required by 
Naturalists. 


BIRDS’ EGGS. BIRD SKINS. 


ORSTRICH EGG, $1.50. 
Also publisher of 


ORNITHOLOGIST AND OOLOGIST, 


A Magazine devoted tothe study of Bird life, $1.00 
per annum. 


FRANK B. W EBSTER, 
409 WASHINGTON ST., BOSTON, MASS. 


The Beginner’s Collection 


consists of 100 varieties of FOREIGN STAMPS neat- 
ly mounted in a latest edition Introductory Stamp 
Album. Price only 25 Cents, 


My eight-page Circular, containing full descrip- 
tion and prices of better mixtures, other Albums, Sets 
of Stamps, Packets, etc., with 100 Foreign Stamps, for 
only 5 Cents. 


W.C. PARKER, Elmira, N. Y. 


COMMON SENSE. 


Sent back to you same |1869, 


COMMON SENSE. 


F. A. THOMAS, - a ES Sy hos EDITOR. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
One'year; post-paid. £25. 0.5. 5c. Beccles sa5 25 cts 
Rie MONE! “ee Sek cc a ek ow ca eat de ere 15 cts 
BAINDIO CODY: 2s gecxctearasrsiciy eins digesters cta.ce nee Free 
ADVERTISING RATES. 
Ps MACHOL VOCAL ok. « Sassis Pena e a cars Reeae ae $ 3.00 
¥ inch 1 insertion....$ .25 38 insertions...... $ .50 
1 inch1 Seon aire aO fas er re ce 1.00 
2 inches oe Sica. LEE sae 1.75 
8 inches - oh ed 00) Soe Aas Ar 2.50 


SPECIAL RATES FOR LARGER SPACE. 


Communications on any of the subjects treated in 
this paper, will be thankfully received. 

Alladvertising matter must be in by the 15th of the 
month, to insure insertion in next number. 

Letters of inquiry must contuin stamp for reply. 

Address all letters to the publisher, F. A. Thomas, 
Mexico, N. Y. 


Vol. 1. MEXICO, MARCH, 1887. No. 4. 


With Editorial Quill. 

As this is the first number of “Com- 
mon Sense,” there are no doubt, many 
mistakes and blunders. Overlook 
them if you can, and give credit for 
what you see in its columns. The 
aim of the paper is this: To give all 
callectors of coins, relics, minerals, 
curiosities, etc., a better idea of the 
value of specimens, how to add to 
their collections, and a paper through 
which they may express their opin- 
ions. The Exchange column is free 
to all subscribers; in this way it is 
worth a great deal to you. You will 
get letters from persons who have 
collections all over the United States. 
The price is but twenty-five cents per 
year and you get a premium worth 
that alone. The paper has come to 
stay and you need not be afraid to 
send the money, for you will get the 
twelve numbers and more if you pay 
for the next year. I shall be pleased 
to hear from collectors in all parts of 
the country, about any subject that is 
treated by this paper. Having a large 
collection myself, I am very much 
pleased to hear from anyone on this 
subject—hoping to hear from every 
collector in the way of a subscription. 

ange pepeele 5s 
Premiums. 

I will give to all who send twenty- 
five cents for this paper a whole year, 
any one of the following: (Please 
remember that these specimens are 
large, perfect and fine and to buy 
them one at a time from my list, or 
any other dealer’s, you would pay 
from ten to twenty-five cents per 
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specimen. 
day as your letter is received.) 

A large shark’s egg. 

A large sea urchin. 

A large spec. of asbestos. 

A large spec. of cocolite. 

A large spec. of copper ore. 
A large spec. of silver ore. 
A large spec. of gold ore. 
Four good fossils. 

Four spec. of Indian pottery. 
Four good curiosities. 

. Four good minerals. 

. Twenty-five small sea shells. 
. Pine cone, California. 
Chestnut burr. 

. My 14 page price list. 

Send stamps or postal note, would 
rather have the latter. Send at once. 
Ee a eee eet 
Review. 

“ The Introductory Stamp Album” 
isa good album for beginners. The 
printing is neat, and taking all in all 
it is the best we have seen for the 
price. Published by W. C. Parker, 
Elmira, N. Y. Price 15 cents. 

We received some time ago a large 
box of “war relics’? from Victor A. 
Rohrer, Trego, Md. They were fine, 
and in a few years cannot be obtained 
at any price. We cheerfully recom- 
mend him to all who want anything 
in his line. 


Ss SS 
ABwWN HOO ON ANBRW NH 


The following received: Please 
come again—“Youth’s Ledger,” 
“Curiosity World,” ‘“Exchanger’s 
Monthly,” “Stamp World,” “Ameri- 
can Numismatist,” “The Collector,” 
“The Eclipse,” ‘“ Empire State Phil- 
atelist,” “Tag World,” “ Peerless Re- 
view,” “Philatelic Monthly,” and 
“Clyde Press, 

The “Youth’s Ledger” published 
at Hulmetta, N. J., is one of the best 
papers of its kind published. It is 
large, full of good reading-matter and 
well worth the price, twenty-five cents 
per year. We will send “Youth’s 
Ledger” and “Common Sense” a 
whole year for only thirty-five cents. 
Send at once. 

The “ Exchanger’s Monthly,” pub- 
lished at 284 Pavonia Ave., Jersey 
City, N. J., is another good paper. 
Hight pages and cover, full of good 
sound reading, large exchange col- 
umn—only twenty-five cents per year. 
‘““Common Sense” and “ Exchanger’s 
Monthly,” thirty cents. 


ESTABLISHED 17 YEARS, 


L. W. DURBIN. 


STAMP IMPORTER, 


AND 


PUBLISHER, 


FIFTH and LIBRARY STS., 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


1886, 


The finest assortment of Genuine Stamps in the mar- 
ket at reasonable rates. 

PACKETS.—10 stamps for 5c.; 60 for 25c.; 120 
for 50c. ; 250 for $2.00 ; 370 for $2.50; ALL DIFFERENT, 
Other packets 25c¢ to $25.00. 

ALBUMS.—From 28c. up, 

POSTAGE STAMP CATALOGUE.—New 
edition 25c. In cloth binding 50c. 

Everything required by Stamp Collectors always in 
stock. Send for circular, satisfaction always guaran- 
teed. Orders filled day of receipt. 


DO YOU SMOKE CIGARETTES? 


If so, send us 10 cents for a package of 10 of the best 
flavored Cirgarettes you ever smoked. 
Address orders to 


F. G. OSGOOD, ANN ARROR, MICH. 


AN UNPARALLELED OFFER ! |! 


For the next sixty days only, I will send a rubber 
stamp with your name in fancy type, pads, bottle of 
best Indelible Ink, twenty-five Visiting cards, and full 
directions for using; all packed in a neat box and sent 
postage paid, for only 20 cts. 

Address at once, 
WwW. C. PARKER, 


Elmira, N. Y. 


ESTABLISHED 1823. 


Wm. H. Warner & Bro., 
MEDALISTS, 
No. 1029 Master St., Philadelphia, Pa., 


Publishers of first-class fine proof Medals in fine 
Silver, Gilt, Bronze and White Metal struck in com- 
memoration of all notable events that takes place 
throughout the United States. 


CATALOGUES, 


containing full description of over seventy fine proof 
Medals, in all of the above metals, 


Will be forwarded to any address Free 


ON AND AFTER MARCH 1st, 1887. 


COLLECTORS, 


Send your name on a Postal for a sample copy of the 


GAZETTE, 


a 16 page monthly devoted to collection in all of its 
branches. 


Subscription, - - 15 Cents per year, 
or the Gazette and Common Sense a year for 25ce. 


Address F. B. VOILAND, Publisher, 
CHARITON, IOWA. 


COMMON SENSE. 


Bird’s Nests as Food. 
BY “TED,” 


In Canton, China, whole streets are 
occupied by venders of bird’s nests, a 
dainty which, rendered in soup and 
jelly, is regarded a most delectable 
morsel. This nest is the size of a 
small tea-cup, and weighs scarcely a 
half-ounce. It is of a creamy white- 
ness and fetches twice its weight in 
silver. The first nest, which is made 
of a gelatine produced from the body 
of the bird, is the best and the one 
that brings the highest price. The 
second nest, which the poor birds 
must now build, is made not like the 
first, but being unable to secrete suf- 
ficient gluten, mixes in sticks, feath- 
ers and dried grass. These also find 
a market at a much lower price. The 
third.and last nest being comparatively 
worthless for food, the little builder 
is allowed to retain possession and 
rear its family. <A million and a half 
dollars are annually expended by the 
Chinese for this luxury, and hundreds 
of men spend their lives in the peril- 
ous work of collecting the nests from 
the deep caverns, frightful cliffs and 
overhanging rocks. The chief region 
of supply is that comprising Java, 
Borneo, and the Lulu Islands. The 
bird which produces this wonderful 
nest is a little swallow, ‘“hirundo escu- 
lenta.” It is a very small bird having 
a brown back, but the under surface 
of its body, as also the extremities of 
the feathers in its forked tail are 
white. It flies with wonderful speed 
and precision, and on the Java coast, 
where the surge breaks wildly against 
the precipitous and caverned walls of 
rock, the little birds may be seen in 
swarms darting hither and thither 
through the spray. ‘They: probably 
feed on fragments of molluscs and 
other small animals which abound on 
those coasts. When one of the little 
birds wishes to begin building, it flies 
repeatedly against the selected spot, 
pressing each time a little saliva 
against the rock with the tip of the 
tongue. This it will do from ten to 
twenty times, moving away from the 
nest each time only a few yards. It 
is thought that this secretion comes 
from the largely developed glands in 


its stomach. It never uses the same 
nest more than once, and that for only 
a month, and after the young brood is 
flown the nest soon decays and falls 
to pieces. The men employed in 
getting the nests have many dangers 
to overcome, for the nests are only 
approachable by a perpendicular de- 
scent of many hundred feet, over a 
sea rolling violently against the rocks. 
The high price given for these deli- 
cacies is, however, a sufficient induce- 
ment for the gatherers to follow this 
dreadful trade. The best harvest is 
in the months of July and August, 
the next best in November and De- 
cember, and the worst in April and 
May. The greatest trade is at Can- 
ton, 168,000 pounds being sent there 
each year. It takes 8,400,000 nests 
to supply the demand, being the pro- 
duce of 2,800,000 pairs of birds. The 
Chinese set a high value upon them, 
considering them one of the best 
stimulants, but for this opinion there 
seems to be little or no ground. The 
most recent analysis of the nests, 
show that the material does not con- 
sist of specially nourishing or stimu- 
lating substances, but is quite similar 
in constitution to any animal saliva. 
Thus the Chinese pay dearly for what 
has really no intrinsic value. 


A twenty cent piece of 1877 is worth 


| $1.50. 


A two cent piece of 1873 is worth 
60 cents. 

All dies of coins at the U. S. mint 
are destroyed once a year. 

A dollar of 1838 or 1839 is worth 
$15 or $20 to the coin collector. 

The number of living specimens 
known to Science is over 300,000. 

Specie payment was suspended in 
December, 1861. The highest pre- 
mium ever paid on gold since that 
time was in July, 1864, when the 
value of $100 in gold ranged from 
$275 to $285 in currency. Specie 
payment was resumed Jan. 1, 1879. 

fal oes: Ne RATAN 

William Sherer, of the U. S. Sub- 
treasury, -New York City, has been 
known to count paper money at the 
rate of 1000 notes in six minutes. It 
is stated that there are women in the 
Treasury at Washington whocan count 
even faster than that. 


BARGAINS. 

A fine and perfect Arrowhead ........ 12 cts. 
A fine and perfect Spearhead......... Qn 
A large specimen of Pottery.......... hOse SS 
150 Sea Shells; (small)i<. an. acs ews 15a 

12 fine curiosities, named............ 25. 

12 fine minerals, named............. ones. 

40 better minerals, named........... yb en 
Nugget: Scéarf Pin, fines’ -. hs... e 3 SU: 
Chinese Chopsticks, pair.............. Les 
Roman Coin, 1600 years old.......... Lee 
Chinese and Siamese Coins............ 05° * 
Japan ‘‘Tempos” 400 years old........ 15 v6 
Five Silver Coins 1634 years old...... eee 
Old Newspapers; 1806202, =2snank ede as 1b 366 
Old Newspapers; L/80icccieae. wee ee ebuae 
Chinese Newspaper..............0.0- 12° 44 


All sent post paid. My fourteen page list 
with an order of 50 cts. or more. 


F, A. THOMAS, 


Mexico, N. Y. 


U.S. REVENGES. 


Revenue Collectors send for one of my unequalled 
sheets of U, S. Revenues. Lowest price. Commis- 
sion 3314 per cent. $25 first issue, $1.60; $25 second 
issue, $3.50; $20 third issue, $5. Lists free. 


SHEETS OF FOREIGN and U. 5. STAMPS 


on approval. Reference required. 


JOSEPH HOLMES, Jr., 
744 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 


WE WANT YOU 


To send us 3 two cent stamps before you sleep and 
get one pair of the new Tidy Holders, and special 
prices to agents. This is a harvest for you; anybody 
can sell them ; you will find them the easiest selling 
article ever made, as it is just what the people want. 
A live agent selling this article can easily make from 
$38 to $5 a day. 


i 
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KITCHEN KNIFE. 
A WOMAN’S INVENTION. 


A handy Kitchen Tool for the following purposes: 
Chopping Potatoes while warming, Scraping Kettles, 
turning Cakes, Eggs, Fish, etc. Sample Knife by 
mail 20c. 


NEEDLE BOOKS. 


If you send for nothing else, send 6 cents for sample 
Needle Book, and get prices to agents. 


LAMP WICK. 


Agents make big pay selling Lamp Wick by the yard. 
Write us for price and we will put you in business 
that will earn you $75 per month and expenses. 


Address, 


HOLLISTER BROS,, 


Mexico, N. Y. 
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DEVOTED TO THE INTEREST OF COLLECTORS OF ALL CLASSES, 
MEXICO, N. Y., APRIL, 1887. 


F. A. Tuomas, Hdttor. 


COLLECTORS | DEALERS ! 


Please Look at These Low Prices. 


NO ‘TRASH. 


1,400 star fish at 3c. each, or 25c. per doz. 
1,000 sea urchins at 5c. each, or 50c. per doz. 
2,000 shells, large, per pair, 5c., or 40c. “ 
3000.2 «© > smalls a 26¢.,,00 [dex & 
600 crabs’ backs, at 5c. each, or 40c. per doz. 
500 sharks’ eggs, at 4c. each, or 35c. per doz. 
100 horseshoe crabs, at 15c. each, or $1.25 “ 
200 arrow’s heads, Oregon (bird), 12c. each. 
600 arrow’s heads, Virginia (fine), 10c. each. 
900 arrow’s heads, Ohio (fine), 6c. each. 
1,000 arrow heads (good), 5c. each. (iF 

12 fine and perfect arrows sent for 60c. 

200 fine specimens of chalk flint, 4c. 

200 fine specimens of red jasper, 4c. 

200 fine specimens of asbestos, 4c. 

200 fine specimens of cocolite, 4c. 

200 fine specimens of copper ore, 4c. 

5 different specimens for only 15c. 

10 different minerals, fine, 20c. 

40 different minerals, very fine, 75c. 

Mineral scarf pin, beautiful, 25c. 

Chinese coins, 4c; Siamese coins, 4c. 

Japan tempos, 400 years old (rare), 12c. 

5 large U. S. cents, different dates (old), 25c. 
10 good foreign coins, worth 60c., 30c. 

5 foreign silver coins, very old, 1634, etc., 75c. 


3 different medals—Washington, Independ- 
ence Hall and Lincoln medal, all, 25c. 


Chinese chop sticks, pair, 10c. 

Chinese horn nuts, 4c. 

Chinese newspapers, rare, 10c. 

Chinese cacti nuts, 4c. 

Old newspapers, 1783, 25c.; 1805, 12c. 

Wood from old war ship New Orleans, war of 
1812, polished, 3x44x4 inches, fine, 12c. 

Hot Springs’ crystals, two fine ones, 15c. 

Rattle snakes’ rattles, large, 20c. 

Ostrich eggs, $1.50. 

10 different birds’ eggs, worth $1, 40c. 

Florida moss, large package, 5c. 

Bullets from Bull Run (genuine), 12c. 

5 different bullets trom diff. battlefields, 40c. 

Alligator teeth or buflalo teeth (large), 12c. 


Send 20c. for a package of 10 curiosities; 
worth by any list, 50c. Any order under 
25c. must contain 5c. extrafor postage. Any 
order of $1.50 or more I will send “Common 
Sense” one year free. My large 12 page price 
list of coins, stamps, relics, etc., etc., sent 
with an order of 50c. or more. Give me a 
trial. Yours very truly, owe 


EE. A. THOMAS, 
Agents Wanted. 


Mexico, N. Y. 


Opening An Indian Mound. 
BY A. H. T. 


One fine morning in June, 1883, 
we found ourselves on board the cars, 
well seated, and on our way for Mas- 
sena Springs. We had all the ex- 
periences that the Summer traveller 
generally has, in the way of cross fel- 
low-travellers, surly conductors, dust 
and flies. After travelling about 
eight hours we reached Norwood, 
where we found waiting a most pre- 
tentious stage coach, and had we not 
been assured by other surroundings 
might have easily imagined ourselves, 
carried back fifty or sixty years to the 
time, when the advent of the stage 
coach was the principal feature of a 
day. We had a dapper little driver, 
who thoroughly understood his busi- 
ness, and the way in which he guided 
his four horses around curves, up and 
down long hills, and over the roughest 
places was something well worth 
watching. We changed horses three 
times during the twenty-two miles 
drive, making the distance in two 
hours. It may be unnecessary to add 
that the horses supplied ‘an endless 
topic of conversation for our driver. 
When at last we drew up at the hotel, 
we were well met by the entire popu- 
lation of that community. At dinner 
we overheard several remarks from a 
gentleman sitting near us, and from 
his conversation gathered that he was 
interested as well as we in the Indian 
Mounds, which are near the Springs. 
We were not long in seeking an in- 
troduction, thereby learning what we 
had already conjectured, that Dr. 
Brown (as we will call him) was plan- 
ning an expedition to the mounds. 
We decided upon the following morn- 
ing, should it prove pleasant to begin 
operations, and Columbus, with all 
his charts, never did more serious 
planning than did we. June morn- 
ings are beautiful, as a rule, and our 
morning proved no exception. We 


had drawn upon the resources of the 
hotel for clothing suitable to wear 
upon such an occasion, and for im- 
plements with which to open the 
mounds. When we were ready that 
morning every one of us needed let- 
ters testifying as to character, for we 
were certainly a most formidable 
looking lot. Our clothing was very 
much like the rented suits at the bath- 
ing beach, where the big man always 
gets too small a suit, while his smaller 
brother is completely lost in his, 
After many happenings by the way, 
some of which were funny for us and 
some for the people we met, we came 
to Dodge’s Landing, where we went 
immediately on board a steam yacht. 
Having had a delightful ride of about 
fifteen miles down the grand old St. 
Lawrence river, we came to an island 
of about five acres, and recognizing in 
this our destination, we left our trim 
little yacht, not forgetting to take 
with us the lunch baskets. Luncheon 
being disposed of with no difficulty, 
we started under the leadership of the 
Doctor for the mounds which we 
were about to open. There were two 
on this island, the larger of which we 
opened, it being about twenty-five 
feet in length, eight feet in height, 
and ten feet through. We began in 
the centre, and worked out toward 
the extremities, and work it was, as 
any one can tell you that ever did any 
of this kind of work. Not until late 
in the afternoon did we find anything, 
when suddenly the Doctor came rush- 
ing to our part of the excavation, 
flourishing a magnificent specimen of 
an Indian axe, weighing six pounds, 
which he had just unearthed. After 
that we were amply rewarded for all 
our trouble, for we found the most 
curious jaw bone, together with ar- 
rows, spear heads, a stone pipe, a few 
beads, and other trinkets. A netting 
of birch bark, which was supposed to 
have been wrapped about bodies 
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during the burial service, was most 
beautifully and evenly made, quite 


eclipsing the modern shroud. We 
found several quite large pieces, 
some six or eight inchessquare. The 


lower bone was very large, and might 
have belonged to that individual in 
the circus, known to the world as the 
“Man with the iron jaw,” for all the 
teeth were double, and from their 
shape were indicative of great 
strength. We returned much richer 
than we went, and it is safe to say 
that everyone felt benefitted. Of 
course innumerable questions were 
asked by the people that awaited our 
return, and much curiosity and inter- 
est was manifested over the results of 
our labor. However, one must him- 
self partake in such an undertaking 
to realize to the full extent of the 
satisfaction that is to be derived. 

sad a iene acts 

Notes by the Way. 

Nearly everybody is getting out a 
dictionary of all the collectors in the 
United States and Canada. It ought 
to be a good thing, and no doubt will 
meet with success. 

A great many papers have been re- 
ceived the past month. The pub- 
lishers will please accept my thanks. 
I wish to exchange with every paper 
published. Send them along, and | 
will return each month. 

Do not forget to subscribe. Just 
think of it! Only 25 cents per year, 
and then get a premium worth that 
alone; or I will send this paper a 
whole year for five Indian arrow 
heads or two spear heads. Send me 
the names of your friends, and I will 
send them sample copy. Do it now. 

We should say that Mr. Hubbard 
was doing a great business with his 
paper, ‘The Curiosity World.” The 
February number was full of good 
reading matter, and no doubt the 
March number will be a great deal 
better. 

Our thanks are due to Prof. G. K. 
Green, of New Albany, Ind., for the 
many kind words about our paper. 
He is a man well known to the col- 
lector, who is always ready to help and 
do anything in his power for the ad- 


vancement of the Science of Minerals 
or Fossils. 


EXCHANGES. 


These columns are free to all, but subscribers will 
be given the preference. All exchanges must be in 
by the 15th of the month to insure insertion in next 
number. 

I want a good pair of Indian moccasins; 
humming bird’s nest, its eggs and the bird 
itself; crystals; Indian arrows’ heads (for five 
I will send this paper one year; and, in fact, 
any good relic, curiosity or fine mineral. I 
have many fine specimens to exchange— 
ostrich eggs, onyx, amethyst, coins, stamps, 
ete. Every collector ought to send lists for 
exchange. A long list of useful books, etc., 
sent for stamp. F. A. THOMAS, 

Mexico, N. Y. 

Wanted—Old coins, United States or 
foreign, for which I will exchange cloth and 
paper bound books, curiosities, story papers, 
etc. Send lists and receive mine. What 
offer for Vol. 1, ‘‘Youth’s Ledger?” 

R. L. Letson, Oriskany Falls, N. Y. 

I will exchange minerals and cabinet speci- 
mens for the same from other states. Lists 
not necessary; forward a box by mail and re- 
ceive as many different in return. 

HuGuHEs McDONALD, 
Box 42, Simpson’s Store, 
Washington Co., Pa. 

Document and scarce medicine stamps for 
United States coins. What coins have you 
and what stamp do you wish? 

MART STEFFAN, 
Memphis, Mo., Scotland Co. 


Illustrated war envelopes and letterheads 
(unused) for every good mineral or curiosity 


sent me. All communications answered. 
BE. J. Smiru, Portsmouth, Ohio. 
Bolton, Boxbow and Sterling, Mass.— 


Minerals, including lilac seapolite, nuttalite, 
wine-colored calcite, yellow jasper, and many 
other specimens of fine minerals ¢or other 
cabinet-size specimens from any locality. 
Lists for exchange desired. 

G. L. BrigHaM, Bolton, Mass. 


Munson’s Complete Phonography and one 
year’s Phonographic News, worth $1.50, for 
anything on natural history or books. 

ABRAM A. HALSEY, 
Water Mills, Suffolk Co., N. Y. 


A rubber stamp, with name, address, ink, 
pads, ete., sent to anyone for 200 tintags. 
H. S. Jenks, Sand Beach, Mich. 


United States revenue, document, match, 
medicine, proprietary and playing card 
stamps; also foreign postage for others not in 
my collection. Philatelic papers to ex- 
change. Be GA, 

P. O. Box 67, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

A good spec of magnetic iron ore for a 
spec of nickel or tin ore; a seagopher for a 
spec of zinc ore. C. R. Nortu, 

Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Four well assorted arrows for any mineral 
not in my cabinet; must be 2x2. 
J. R. NisstEy, Ada, Ohio. 


Chinese horn nuts to exchange for curiosi- 

ties; tintags for tintags. 
ROBBIE McMASTER, 
903 Sixth avenue, New York, N. Y. 

I will exchange minerals and cabinet speci- 
mens for shells, minerals or curiosities. Write 
first or forward and receive asmany different 
in return. Mary M. SPROWLS, 

Box 4, Simpson’s Store, 
Washington Co., Penn. 
Tin tobacco tags for the same. None less 


than 25 taken or over 100 at the same time. 
EpWARD B. Litre, Hagerstown, Md. 
New 22-cal. revolver, cabinet of magic, 
trick book, History of United States Mint 
and several articles for a Waterbery watch. 
Give description. 
OLIVER VAN OLINDA, Redington, Neb. 


COMMON SENSE. 
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NATURALISTS SUPPLY DEPOT. 


A full and complete line of all goods required by 
Naturalists. 


BIRDS’ EGGS. BIRD SKINS. 


OSTRICH EGG, $1.50. 
Also publisher of 
ORNITHOLOGIST AND OOLOGIST; 


A Magazine devoted to the study of Bird life, $1.00 
per annum. 


FRANK B. WEBSTER, 
409 WASHINGTON ST., BOSTON, MASS. 


STAMPS. STAMPS. 
100 all different postage stamps, - 8 cts. 
1000 well mixed " 1 


The ‘‘Unxld” sheets are sent to all who 
promise to return in twelve days. Send for 
one and we bet you will say that ‘‘Its the 
best sheet I ever saw.” Send at once and 


secure the agency in your town. No refer- 
ence needed. 

COINS. COINS. COINS. 
10 all different U. S. big cents, - $ .33 
95 iad ce ag = = 1.15 
10 fi Foreign Coins, (rare) - — .26 
95 6“ ‘é ‘é 6“ E 1.22 


Lists of Stamps, Coins, Eggs, &c., 2 cents. 
Orders under 25c¢. must contain postage. 
Send silver of postal notes, stamps if you can- 
not send by these,ways. Give usa trial. 

COOPER & DEMPSEY, 
TOWSON, MARYLAND- 


LOVELY SEA MOSSES, 
Sea Shore Curiosities, Foreign and American Minerals 
for sale, or will exchange for anything nice of equal 
value. Address, (including stamp for answer) 
MRS. N. P. MARTYN, 
Nortb Fisbury, Martha’s Vineyard, Mass. 


SHELL POCKET COMBS. 


In a neat case. Samples by mail only 6 cents; 3 for 
15 cents. Address: 


F. G. OSGOOD, Ann Arbor, Mich. 
WE WANT YOU 


To send us 3 two cent stamps before you sleep and 
get one pair of the new Tidy Holders, and special 
prices to agents. This isa harvest for you; anybody 
can sell them; you will find them the easiest selling 
article ever made, as it is just what the people want. 
A live agent selling this article can easily make from 
$3 to $5 a day. 


Address, 


HOLLISTER BROS., 


Mexico, N. Y. 
COINS, STAMPS, EGGS, ETC. 
32-Paged Catalogue for Stamp. 


Vi. Es GRR AN SX; 
827 Brannan St., San Francisco, Cal. 


WM. vd. WETTERN, Jr., 
Wholesale Dealer in Postage Stamps, 
176 Saratoga St., Baltimore, Md, 


September list just issued. All new beginners 
should send for a copy. Cheapest in the United 
States. Sent free on application to dealers only. 


BUFFALO HORNS AND TEETH, 


For Curiosity Collectors to exchange for rare 
stamps, shells or ornaments. Cabinet size 
teeth 10 cents each, free by mail, 


A. L. RAYNOLDS, 


OMIO, 
Dakota. 


Emmons Co, 


bee! 


COMMON SENSE. 7 


COMMON SENSE. 


F.A.THOMAS, - - = = - EDITOR. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
Qneryear, sPOst-paldse 20 ttn eal lawewladed t-0 5 25 cts. 
BEX: MONTE US AR cpreisee bie eh tastoriee aah « 15 cts. 
BANIDIO CODN Fico. eres oalyetilse extriacuereetse istic nieces Free 
ADVERTISING RATES. 
Penh Py ears lec ocesc% Aes ae ae Sie eee $ 3.00 
¥% inch 1 imsertion....$ .25 8 insertions...... $ .50 
1 inchi errors Gt. © a0 o esl 00) 
2 inches oe Se epee (i SA og ee 1.75 
3 inches ee 00 NES eects 2.50 


SPECIAL RATES FOR LARGER SPACE, 


Communications on any of the subjects treated in 
this paper, will be thankfully received. 

Alladvertising matter must be in by the 15th of the 
month, to insure insertion in next number. 

Letters of inquiry must contain stamp for reply. 

Address all letters to the publisher, F. A. Thomas, 
Mexico, N. Y. 


(Entered at the Post Office at Mexico as Second Class 
Matter.) 
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With Editorial Quill. 


I wish to thank all who have so 
kindly helped us in this, our new en- 
terprise. And I think that all who 
have sent or who will send the small 
sum asked for a year’s subscription 
will not, at the end of the year, fee] 
as though they had not got their 
money’s worth from the paper. In 
looking over the many papers that 
have been sent us, I find some that 
are gotten up in splendid shape, while 
others, well, not so nice. I will let it 
be with my readers to decide this 
question in regard to this paper. I 
have had two or three “advs’’ sent 
me—‘Three Photos of Lovely Girls” 
only ten cents. I do not wish any 
such “advs” to go in my paper, and I 
think all of my readers will take side 
with me. The paper is devoted to 
collectors of coins, stamps, relics, etc., 
and not to “advs” relating to “Lovely 
Girls.” Thanking you again and 
hoping to receive your future trade, I 
remain truly yours, THE Epiror. 

eth ae PL een 
Premiums. 

I will give to all who send twenty- 
five cents for this paper a whole year, 
any one of the following: (Please 
remember that these specimens are 
large, perfect and fine and to buy 
them one at a time from my list, or 
any other dealer’s, you would pay 
from ten to twenty-five cents per 
specimen. Sent back to you same 
day as your letter is received.) 

1. A large shark’s egg. 

2, A large sea urchin, 


3. A large spec. of asbestos. 

4. A large spec. of cocolite. 

5. A large spec. of copper ore. 
6, A large spec. of silver ore. 
7. A large spec. of gold ore. 

8. Four good fossils. 

g. Four spec. of Indian pottery. 

10. Four good curiosities. 

11. Four good minerals. 

12. Twenty-five small sea shells. 

13. Pine cone, California. 

14. Chestnut burr. 

15. My 14 page price list. 

Send stamps or postal note, would 
rather have the latter. Send at once. 
<2 ¢ 
Review. 

Frank B. Webster’s new price list 
of bird’s eggs received. The prices 
are way down. I guess he has divid. 
ed the old prices by two. Anyone 
wanting first-class eggs had better 
send to him at once for this new list. 


L. W. Durbin’s “Standard Cata- 
logue of Postage Stamps,” sixteenth 
edition, at hand. It is large (140 
pages), well printed and, in fact, the 
best one we have seen. Mr. Durbin 
has been in the stamp _ business 
eighteen years, and during all this 
time no one has ever had any fault to 
find with any of his dealings. Any 
collector of stamps, advanced or be- 
ginner, will do well to send for this 
list./| Prioce,: 25) cents. 


Mr. William P. Brown’s new price 
list received. He is an old dealer, 
and a reliable one, too. Anyone 
wanting any of his goods should send 
for lists. 

The “Mohawk Standard,” pub- 
lished by Clarence D. Smith, of Delta, 
N. Y., is a fine paper, and I think 
every collector should send 25 cents 
to him and receive the paper one 
year. It is not generally known that 
Mr. Smith is an invalid, having been 
soa number of years. He is also a 
dealer in stamps. Send for sample 
copy and then subscribe. 
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Just think of it! This paper a 
whole year and premium for only 25 
cents. Send in the name of your 
friends and I will send sample copy 
to each of them. If you should not 
happen to get your paper, send mea 
card saying you did not get it, and I 
will be happy to send you another. 


DO YOU SMOKE CIGARETTES ? 


If so, send us 10 cents for a package of 10 of the best 
flavored Cirgarettes you ever smoked. 
Address orders to 


F. G@. OSGOOD, ANN ARROR, MICH. 


U. S. REVENUES. 


Revenue Collectors send for one of my unequalled 
sheets of U, S. Revenues. Lowest price. Commis- 
sion 334% per cent. $25 first issue, $1.60; $25 second 
issue, $3.50; $20 third issue, $5. Lists free. 


SHEETS OF FOREIGN and U. $. STAMPS 


on approval. Reference required. 


JOSEPH HOLMES, Jr., 
744 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 


READ ry 

Your Choice for Five Cents! 

The Widow Bedot Papers, Hundreds of Dialogues, 
Recitations and Readings, Standard Letter Writer, 
Grimm’s Fairy Stories, Manners and Customs in 
Far-Away Lands, Robinson Crusoe, Aesop’s Fables, 
Anecdotes of the Rebellion, Life of U. S. Grant, 
Poems by J. G. Whittier, H. W. Longfellow, Alfred 
Tennyson, Famous Detective Stories. The whole lot 


(13 books, in good type, on good paper) for only 50c. 
The lot and Collector, one year, for 60c. 


C.HADDAWAY, - Easton, Md. 


THE COLLECTOR, 
published by the 


Collector Publishing Co., Easton, Md., 


is the best curiosity paper published. The Collector, 
one year, and any one of the above books for only 
25c. No stamps taken. 


BEAUTIFUL CRYSTALS! 


For $1.00 I will send by mail 25 of the celebrated 


DOUBLY TERMINATED QUARTZ CRYSTALS 


found only in this locality. They are remarkably 
brilliant and the finest found in the U.8. No collec- 
tion complete without them. Satisfaction guaranteed. 
A. B. CRIM, 
HERKIMER CO. MIDDLEVILLE, N. Y. 


Gg i ay cep AD Sh 


Geological and Archzeological Specimens and Scien- 
tific Books. Corals from the falls of the Ohio a spec- 
ialty. Can furnish from a single specimen to one 
hundred thousand. Correspondence with advanced 
collectors solicited. Best of reference given and sat- 
isfaction guaranteed or money refunded. 


PROF. G. K. GREENE, NEW ALBANY, IND, 
OLD COINS, 


Indian Relics, War Tokens, &c., &¢., for sale or ex- 
change. Collectors will do well to write to me. 


J. H. ZUMSTEIN, 
WINDSOR, ILL. 


JUST THINK OF IT! 


Two hundred small sea shells, just theZthing 
to exchange and get other specimens, sent 
post paid for only 15 cents. They are not the 
small rice shell, but fair specimens. 

Address ‘‘ Specimens,” 


MEXICO, N. Y. 


Box 247, 


YES! 


A Beautiful Gold Nugget Scarf Pin, from the 
Rocky Mountains. Every Collector ought to have 
one. Sent post-paid only 25c. 

- A ee specimen of Pety’d Wood from Ohio, very 
ne, 6c. 

Three different Postal Cards, China, German and 
Italian, all clean and unused, three only, 15c. 

War Envelopes that were used during the war of 
1861, 6c.; in few years can be had at no price, 5c. 
each; six different, 25c. 

Three large and very fine Buffalo Teeth only 25c. 

Do you want ten fine Sea Curiosities; if so, send 
25c. and receive them by return mail. 

Star Fish, Sharks’ Eggs, Sea Urchins’ Shell 
Mosses, Sea Beans, ete., etc. 
Send now. Willexchange for Indian Relics. 
Address : 


“SPECIMENS,” 


Box 247. Mexico, N. Y. 


Meteoric Stones. 
BY “TED.” 
It is a curious and, indeed, a 


startling fact, that hot, ponderous 
masses of mineral and earthy matter 
are often projected with such great 
force upon the earth from the mys- 
terious depths of space from over our 
heads. In former times the falling of 
these stones was universally regarded 
with great superstition. The fall of 
a meteor in Eastern countries was 
supposed to be the immediate pre- 
cursor of some very important event 
or national calamity. So we have the 
precise date of each descent, which 
was carefully recorded. In China, 
for example, these records go back 
more than two thousand years; be- 
tween the years of 644 B. C. and 333 
A. D. more than sixteen aerolites fell. 
No wonder that these people were 
filled with terror when the whizzing 
missles, all aglow with light, dashed 
down among them, from where they 
had no idea. Several’ people have 
been known to have been killed with 
them, and a village in India was set 
on fire through their agency. In- 
stances of this kind are rare, but since 
the stones are liable to fall anywhere 
and at any time, it is a wonder that 
more people are not hurt than there 
are. The stones, when they strike 
the earth, are always in a more or less 
heated state. The heat in large 
masses continues so long that often 
they can not be touched for several 
hours. In 467 B. C. a meteoric stone 
fell at Argos, which was of vast size, 
if the accounts of Pliny are reliable. 
He represented it as a great stone, 
the size of two millstones, and equal 
in weight to a full wagon-load. A 
very large and remarkable stone fell 
in Alsace, in France, in 1492. It is 
still preserved in the Public Library 
of Colmar, and is regarded as an ob- 
ject of much interest by residents and 
travellers. The first recorded fall of 
an aerolite in England was in 1623, 
in Devonshire. Since the fall of this 
stone twenty-three others have been 
recorded. The largest, which weighed 
. fifty-six pounds, is now preserved in 
the British Museum. In striking the 
earth it penetrated through eighteen 
inches of soil and hard chalk. The 
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fall of stones in this country have 
been quite frequent, and almost every 
museum of any extent contains one 
ormorespecimens. ‘The Smithsonian 
Institute, in Washington, contains 
many fine specimens from all over the 
country. They have fallen in every 
state in the Union, in Mexico, in 
South America, and there are but 
few people who have attained middle 
life having not seen in the heavens 
these fiery messengers, shooting across 
the sky, and lighting up the country 
for a vast distance. They are still ob- 
jects of terror to the Indians, who 
think it is only a warning to some 
great calamity soon to overtake them. 
The fall in Northern New York is 
quite numerous. I have one in my 
collection, which fell in New Haven, 
weighing twenty-six pounds, of a dark 
color, very hard, and containg a large 
amount of iron. About a hundred 
years ago the eminent mathematicians 
of the time took up the subject, and 
by a course of reasoning proved that 
they could not come from the moon, 
as it was at one time supposed, as by 
careful measurements of their velocity 
they were found to move, when near 
the earth, 114,000 feet, or 124% miles 
per second. Now, if they come from 
the moon, they would start with a 
velocity of 8,292 per second, and 
reach the earth with a velocity of 
35,000 feet per second. It was clear, 
therefore, that they came froma more 


distant region than the moon. 
a a 


It is said that the son of the 
Duchess de Galliera has the finest 
collection of stamps in the world. It 
fills 300 volumes, and has cost him 
$350,000. Some people would think 
that it was money thrown away, but 
no doubt he has money enough, and 
if he is interested in Philately and 
wishes to spend his money in that 
way, why it is no one’s business but 
his own. 


Fine Approval Sheets of 


FOREIGN POSTAGE STAMPS, 


Sent active collectors upon receipt of one good ref- 
erence or cash deposit. 


GOOD AGENTS. COMMISSION 25°. 


BISHOP & ELLISON, 
LYNN, MASS. 
Circulars for stamp. 


P. O. Box 365, 


STAMPS, COINS 


AND CURIOSITIES. 
WM. P. BROWN, 
114 Nassau Street, NEW YORK CITY. 
PRICE LISTS FREE. 


Good collections bought for cash. 


IMMENSE! 


My ‘‘Immense”’ Packet contains 1,050 used and 
unused stamps, including Azores, Angola, Gwine, 
Greece, Brazil, Bermuda, Cyprus, ete. The best Pack- 
et ever offered for the money. Price, 30 cents. All 
stamps warranted genuine. To every sixth person 
answering this ‘‘ Ad.’’ I will give a Corea 10 mons. 
blue, unused FREE. 


E.R. MARSHALL. 
WYOMING, IOWA. 


INDIAN RELICS FOR SALE CHEAP. 


Du- 
plicates by the thousand. Lists for Stamp. 


J. R. NISSLEY, 


ADA, OHIO. 


Banner Stones, Flint Implements, Ete. 


Send Stamp and promise to return in ten days and re- 
ceive one of my 


Fine Approved Sheets of Rare Stamps. 


All kinds of Indian Relics, Fossils, Minerals and 
Curiosities at low prices. Send 85¢ (postal note) and 
receive a. box of Indian Relics and Curiosities. 


THOS. R. RAINERS, 


HICKORY, MISS. 


A SAMPLE RUBBER HAND STAMP 


With Ink, etce., which will print your name, 
business and address (3 lines) mailed to you 
for only 40cents. Agentswanted. Big pay. 


Send stamp for terms. 


H. 8. JENKS, 


SAND BEACH, MICH. 


Send 35 cents for a year’s subscription to the 


HE ge = 8 


an eight page monthly devoted to Philately, Natural 
History, etc., and receive a stamp album, holding 600, 
and 100 foreign stamps FREE. 


THE ECLIPSE, 


6216 Station St., East End, PITTSBURG, PA. 


OVER 1,000,000 
CURIOSITIES AND SPECIMENS, 


—— At less than —— 


WHOLESALE PRICES, 


Must be sold during the ensuing seasonj | 


& REGARDLESS OF COST. 


Additional lists of rare and desirable curios in each 
issue of the Oologist, until everything is sold. 

Early orders receive the best specimens. 
order filled or acknowledged by return mail. 

Our mail business is the largest of the kind in the 
World. Sales during past 4 months exceed 


66,000.00. 


Every specimen warranted to please or money re- 
funded. Show our lists to your friends and send us 
at least one trial order. If you have not already re- 
ceived them, send at once for copy of Oologist and 


Lists. Free. 
FRANK H. LATTIN, - Albion. N. Y. 


*,* Our specialty is Birds’ Eggs, Minerals, Shells 
and Supplies. We have in stock almost everything in 
the Curiosity line. 


Please mention this paper. 


Every 


IN 


DEVOTED TO THE INTEREST OF COLLECTORS OF ALL CLASSES, 


— 


Vr. le NOS. 


MEXICO. NOY 4 MAY, 188% 


F. A. Tuomas, Zaztor. 


THE STAMP COLLECTOR'S FIGARO. 
THE BEST 16 PAGE MONTHLY MAGAZINE 
Published in the interests of Philately. 


50 CENTS PER YEAR! 
5 CENTS PER COPY! 


Advertising rates will be made known upon application. 


ONE SAMPLE COPY FREE 
if you mention this paper. 
Exchange Department FREE to Subscribers. 
Address : 
E. W. VOUTE, Publisher, 


307 WEBSTER AVENUE, - CHICAGO, ILLS. 


FOR SALE. 


I offer my Stanley, Gibbons & Co., London, Fourth 
Edition Postage Stamp Album forsale. The collection 
conlains 700 specimens, (one-third of which are un- 
used) and 33 postals all unused, 66 stamps, 5 post- 
cards and 7 envelopes (all unused) are from India and 
its Native States. All stamps guaranteed genuine. 
For further information, address 


LEONARD E. MERCHANT, 
ST. JOSEPH, MICH. 


COIN PACKETS. 


10 large U. S. Cents, - - 40c 
cS hy e “¢ below 1816, - 50c 
LORE «s sv cS Lee4. - 75¢ 
5 U.S. Half cents, - - - 35¢ 


Postage 5c extra. 


Send for my price list of Copper Coins free. ~ 


GEORGE C. VOGT, 


101 FRONT ST., 
ROCHESTER, N. Y. 


U. $. DOCUMENT STAMPS. 


Two years hence these stamps will cost DOUBLE these 
prices. Collectors are just waking up to their import- 
ance and value, and the supply is not large: STRIKE 
Now if you ever intend collecting these government 
stamps. Prices (in cents) in brackets. enon 

One cent, blue, black, red, (1 cent each); two cent, 
blue, black, vermillion, green, (1 cent each); three 
cent, green, (1); four cent, brown, (2); five cent, red, 
blue, (1); six cent, orange, (2); ten cent, blue, light 
blue, (2); twenty cent, red, (2); long stamps twenty- 
five cent, red, blue, (3); thirty cent, lilac, (8); forty 
cent, brown, (3); fifty cent, blue, light biue, (4); sixty 
cent, orange (6); seventy cent, green, (5); one dollar, 
red, blue, green. (6, 8 and 10); two dollar, red, (9); 
three dollar, dark green, (12); five dollar, red, (15). 

All above except four last denominations, post-paid 
for 45 cents. 


COIN AND STAMP PRICE LIST FREE with each 


order. 
J. G BINGHAM, 
McGRAWVILLE, N. Y. 


CABUL STAMPS. 


TI have 5 sets of the 1882 issue, each set consisting of 
3 stamps as follows: 5 annas, 10 annas and 1 rupee; 
all unused and uncut and guaranteed genuine, which 
I will sell cheap. Now is your chance to procure these 


RARE AND CURIOUS STAMPS, 
Remember 5 sets is all Ihave. Address, 
LEONARD E. MERCHANT, 
ST. JOSEPH, MICH, 


History of Coins. 

Coins, pieces of metal, generally 
gold, silver or copper, bearing certain 
marks to indicate their value and 
orgin. How early gold and silver 
began to be used as money is not 
known, but no doubt many centuries 
before Christ. It is now thought that 
the Lydians were the first to coin 
money ; and although the oldest speci- 
men of coin now extant have usually 
been supposed to be Grecian, there 
are good reasons for thinking that the 
invention was Asiatic. In the fourth 
century money was found throughout 
the civilized world, nearly every 
country having its owncoinage. The 
early coins of Asia Minor were of 
electrum, a mixture of gold and sil- 
ver, three parts of gold, one of silver. 
The money of Sparta at one time was 
made of iron, $100 worth would re- 
quire a cart and two oxen to remove 
it. Copper formed the money of the 
Romans. Many of their coins are 
found at the present time. When Ceesar 
landed in Britain, coins of brass and 
iron were found in use. James II, 
also Charles II, made coins from tin, 
even resorted to gun metal and pew- 
ter. But in the present century only 
the precious metals, gold and silver, 
with copper for the lowest denomina- 
tion, are used as metal for coins ; gold 
or silver in its pure state are very soft, 
and should coins be made from these 
in their pure state, they would suffer 
loss and injury by abrasion, but the 
addition of a small quantity of alloy 
is found to overcome this, nor does it 
affect the beauty of the metals. In 
Tuscany the gold sequins are nearly 
pure, also the silver florins of Hanover. 
In the United States mint the practice 
is to imitate the true color of gold in 
the coinage by using an alloy of about 
nine-tenths of copper, one-tenth sil- 
ver, that in rooo ounces of standard 
gold there are goo ounces of pure 
gold, 10 ounces of silver and go ounces 


of copper. The word standard, as 
applied to coins, means the fineness 
and weight to which they are required 
by lawtoconform, ‘The earliest coin- 
age for America was in 1612, made 
for the Virginia company at the Som- 
er’s islands, now called Bermudas. 
The coin was of brass, with a picture 
of a hog on one side and the reverse 
was a ship undef full sail firing a gun. 
In 1645 the assembly of Virginia pro- 
vided by law for the coinage of cop- 
per pieces of 2 d., 3. d., 6d. and od., 
but the law was never carried into 
effect. The earliest colonial coinage 
was in Massachusetts in May 1652 ; 
there was established “a mint house” 
in Boston. The order required the 
coinage of 12 pence, 6 pence, and 3 
pence pieces ; these coins are known 
to-day as the “pine-tree shilling.” 
This mint existed about 34 years, but 
all the coins issued bear the dates 
1652 and 1662, the same dies being 
used all the time. In the reign of 
William and Mary, copper coins were 
struck in England for New England 
and Carolina, having on the obverse 
an elephant and on the reverse, “God 
preserve New England, 1694,” and 
‘“‘God preserve Carolina and the lord’s 
proprietors, 1694.” Lord Baltimore, 
also, sent coins from England to his 
colony in Maryland. In Vermonta 
mint was established in 1785, in the 
town of Rupert, and copper cents 
were issued; Connecticut followed 


the example of Vermont and estab- 
lished a mint the same year; this mint 
only lasted three years though. New 
Jersey authorized a copper coinage in 
1786. In January, 1782, a plan for 
an American coinage was submitted 
to Congress by R. Morris, but nothing 
was done till 1787, when the “Fungo” 
cent was coined. On April 2, 1792, 
a code of laws was enacted for the 
establishment and regulation of the 
mint, under which, with only slight 
changes, the coinage was executed 
for 42 years. From then up to the 
present time, there have been only a 
few changes and those slight. 
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COMMON SENSE. 


Philatelic. 


—The first master of the posts in 
England, was appointed in 1516. 

—It is said that a new series of 
stamps is about to come from Ecuador. 

—From Brazil two new stamps have 
been issued. 300 reis.- blue, and 500 
reis. olive. 

—The “War Stamps” that were 
issued by the different postmasters of 
the Southern States during the late 
war, are quite rare, and only to be 
found in private collections. 

—The A. P. A. is doing a great deal 
of good in trying to let honest collec- 
tors know who the frauds are who in- 
fest our country. 

—“Plain Talk,” of Brooklyn, N. Y., 
has a “Philately Lighthouse’ that 
dealers should study carefully, and 
maybe it would save ‘them a great 
many dollars—at least much trouble. 

—The Confederate! Baton Rouge 
5 cent red and green ; on entire origi- 
nal envelope ; finely postmarked Nov. 
2, 1861 ; very brilliant in color, anda 
perfect beauty in every way. Good 
margins. That in Sanford sale off 
envelopes brought $50, and the last 
sold (Casey’s sale, Feb. 9, 1887,) 
brought $63. Sold in the Haines- 
Hamlen sale, New York, March zoth 
and 30th, 1887, for only $26. Many 
other rare specimens were also offered, 
some bringing a fair price, others not 
so much. 

—If the stamp collector would take 
one or more of the best publications 
on that subject, he would be more at 
home with his collection, feel more 
like collecting the new issues, and 
take more interest in the subject. 
Buta great many will take their chance 
to get a sample copy of some paper, 
and then have the sand to send an ex- 
change to the publisher and ask him 
to please have it in the next number, 
but, mind you, never send one cent 
for a year’s subscription. 

LAPT EIS i eames 

Do not forget to subscribe, Just 
think of it! Only 25 cents per year, 
and then get a premium worth that 
alone; or I will send this paper a 


whole year for five Indian arrow 
heads or two spear heads. Send me 
the names of your friends, and I will 
send them sample copy. Do it now. 


EXCHANGES. 


These columns are free to all, but subscribers will 
be given the preference. All exchanges must be in 
by the 15th of the month to insure insertion in next 
number. 


I would like to exchange a collection of 50 first class 
birds’ eggs, and other Natural History Specimens, for 
coins_or cash. Please Write. 

W. R. Cog, 


Tolland Co. Mansfield, Ohio. 


100 different plain postmarks for a good specimen of 
any ore, papers, stamps or anything of their value. 
ABRAM A. HALsEy, 
Water Mill, Suffolk Co., N. Y. 


I will send 12 fine old Philatelic papers, some 2 or 3 
years old, for 4 good Indian arrow heads, or a dime of 
1876, F. A. THowaAs, 


Mexico, N. Y. 


For every genuine Cape of Good Hope (triangular), 
Heligoland, New Foundland or Liberia stamp, I will 
give a genuine U. S. 1857 issue x cent blue stamp. 


RALPH Mason, 
Box 5, Mt Holly, N. J. 


A good Indian net sinker, for a mineral 2 inches long, 
not in my cabinet, with locality. 


Wo B a Kap. 
448 sth Ave., N. Y. City. 


One fine specimen of petrified moss, for every fine 
Indian arrow head or curiosity sent me. First-class 
birds’ eggs to exchange for Indian relics. 


ARTHUR B. Roserts, 
Weymouth, Ohio. 


A 2x2 specimen of magnesia or petrified wood, for 
every 4 arrows sentme. Eggs, coins andsea curiosities, 
for mound builders’ relics, an 1 eggs in sets. 

F. M. Kinng, 


Marion Co. Knoxville, Iowa. 


U.S Revenue, document, match, medicine, playing 
cards and U.S. Foreign postage stamps to exchange. 
Philatelic papers to exchange for others, or for stamps. 

Bde A, 


Box 67. Brooklyn, N. Y. 


A good specimen of a rare mineral “‘shell marble,” 
for stamps. Stamps for stamps. Send lists. 
FRED Rome, 
Hudson, N. Y. 


I have about 50 varieties of tin tags mounted on cards, 
25 side blown eggs, 5 different sea curiosities, minerals, 
etc., for Stamps, coins, Indian relics or curiosities. 

W. P. ARNOLD, 


Shannock, R. I. 


I will give a “Flying eagle” cent for every ten pieces 
of light colored silk, satin, plush or velyet for crazy 
work, or I will give Iowa mosses for pieces for crazy 
work. Hattie CoFFELt, 

Story Co. Ontario, Iowa. 

Rare U. S. and Foreign stamps, rare minerals, Indian 
relics and curiosities, for novels. Send lists. Will also 
give above for small se. shells snitable for watch charms. 

James C, Jay, 
La Hoyt, Iowa. 


I will give 20 chromo visiting cards with anybody’s 
name on for every foreign or U.S. stamp, catalogued 
at to cents each, sent me. I would like to exchange 
approval sheets with collectors. 

IrvinGc J. Smitu, 


312 Rivington St., New York. 


Will buy or exchange ¥% dollars of 1794, 1801, 1802, 
1815, 1852, or cents ot 1793, 1799, 1804. 


Box 202, Scio, N. Y. 


Tin tobacco tags for same. Send 


Gro. WESTON. 
Box 949, Alton, IIl. 


EXCHANGES: 
lists. 


The circus life of P. T. Barnum, for any book by 
Optic or boy writers, tin tags for same. Send lists. 


FRANK GOULDING, 
Box 104, Alton, Il. 


Fine Indian arrow heads and a skinner, to exchange 
for old U. S. Coins. Dealers please send lists. 


W. T. Miter, 


Box 45. Parkersbnrg, W. Va. 


STAMPS, COINS 


AND CURIOSITIES. 
WM. P. BROWN, 


114 Nassau Street, NEW YORK CITY. 
PRICE LISTS FREE. 


Good collections bought for cash. 


U.S. REVENUES: 


Revenue Collectors send for one of my unequalled 
sheets of U, S. Revenues. Lowest price. Commis- 
sion 334 per cent. $25 first issue, $1.60; $25 second 
issue, $3.50; $20 third issue, $5. Lists free. 


SHEETS OF FOREIGN and U. 5. STAMPS 


on approval. Reference required. 


JOSEPH HOLMES, Jr., 
744 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 


ror Se 


Geological and Archzological Specimens and Scien- 
tific Books. Corals from the falls of the Ohio a spec- 
ialty. Can furnish from a single specimen to one 
hundred thousand. Correspondence with advanced 
collectors solicited. Best of reference given and sat- 
isfaction guaranteed or money refunded. 


PROF, G. K. GREENE, NEW ALBANY, IND. 
OLD COINS, 


Indian Relics, War Tokens, &c., &c., for sale or ex- 
change. Collectors will do well to write to me. 


J. H. ZUMSTEIN, 
WI DSOR, ILL. 


JUST THINK OF IT! 


Two hundred small sea shells, just the thing 
to exchange and get other specimens, sent 
post paid for only 15 cents. . They are not the 
small rice shell, but fair specimens. 

Address ‘‘Specimens,” 


MEAIOO,; Nk. 


BARGAINS. 


Box 247, 


14 Ream 4 lb Commercial Note Paper... .... .8 40 
1 Quire 4 Ib Commercial Note Paper............ 10 
1 Package Good White Envelopes, with your 

name and address printed on............... 10 
3 Good Lene Penis nt the tet ee eee 05 
2 Memorandum Books, 64 pages............ 2... 08 
1 Dozen finest assorted Steel Pens, in neat brass 

DO ROS So oss ctas cog bees sebiaed aie eee vine ete 10 
L'One Foot Boxwood Rule... on. sons eed ae 08 
1 Two Foot Boxwood Rule: ........ 2.2... .a0s seh 15 
Ri SHK AH ENOROIGRIOlS >, criwe struj<0 Geen cite Soo oe 25 


Everything post paid at prices named. Remit by 
postal note when possible. 
Address, 


F. G. OSGOOD, 
Lock Box 2832, Ann Arbor, Mich. 


WM. vd. WETTERN, Jr., 


Wholesale Dealer in Postage Stamps, 


176 Saratoga St., Baltimore, Ma, 


September list just issued. All new beginners 
should send for a copy. Cheapest in the United 
States. Sent free on applica‘ion to dealers only. 


COMMON SENSE. 


COMMON SENSE. 


F. A. THOMAS, - - = = - EDITOR. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
One year, post-paid...... . ...: mr Ereceaintd Catbik, Gases 25 cts. 
SUX MONENS Paden a Oe east te oe ek Pe ee Mech aid 15 cts. 
MAWIMICCOD Eo econ at sinner acai an aainastne Free 
ADVERTISING RATES. 

PPMRON ESCA pera tos abe stomata e Se 3.00 
¥% inch 1 insertion....$ .25 3 insertions...... $ .50 
1 inehl nce ea ae aE ee ee 1.00 
2 inches ie Neyer ts) ee p ir 

3 inches RS . 1.00 SE na cea sitet 2.50 


SPECIAL RATES FOR LARGER SPACE. 


Communications on any of the subjects treated in 
this paper, will be thankfully received. 

Alladvertising matter must be in by the 15th of the 
month, to insure insertion in next number. 

Letters of inquiry must contin stamp for reply. 

Address all letters to the publisher, F. A. Thomas, 
Mexico, N. Y. 


(Entered at the Post Office at Mexico as Second Class 
Matter.) 
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Notes and Review. 
Wanted, 2,000 subscribers. Oh! 
dear, what a mistake, I only want 
you. 


I wish to exchange with every stamp, 
coin, or curiosity paper—send two 
copies please and then receive (some) 
“Common Sense” in return. 


Agents wanted for this paper, a 
good cash commission will be paid. 
Send the names of your friends, who 
are interested in collecting, and I will 
send them a sample copy free. 


The new 1887 price list of metals 

from W. H. Warner & Bros., received. 
About 68 different ones described, 
some in gold, others in silver, bronze, 
white metal, etc. A good and fine 
list. 
_ I wish to return thanks to Messrs. 
Hollister Bros. for a pair of their Tidy 
Holders. ‘They are ornamental as 
well as useful, and after you have had 
a pair in your house once, you would 
not do without them. Price post-paid 
15 cents per pair. 


Mr. W. F. Greany’s large 32 page 
illustrated price-list at hand. You 
can find almost anything you wish, 
from the most rare coin or stamp to 
the Chinese coin. Do not fail to send 
for one of these lists. You will not 
be sorry when you see it. 


“The Stamp Collector’s Figaro” is 
at hand. It has been the cry of Phil- 
antests for a long time for some gen- 
uine stamp paper. Now they have 
got one and ought to subscribe, as it 
is worth all the price asked and much 


vt 


more. Send 50 cents and receive 
this paper a whole year. 

The ‘ Agassiz Companion,” pub- 
lished by W. H. Plank, Wyandotte, 
Kan., has béen received. It is in its 
second year and does not look old at 
all. If you want to receive a first- 
class paper for a whole year, send 50 
cents and have it come every month. 


I call attention to the “adv.” of 
McBride & Co., Nashville, Tenn. 
They are gentlemen in every sense of 
the word, at least in all my dealings 
with them, I have found them so, 
and cheerfully recommend them to 
any of the readers of this paper. 
Send to them for price list of Indian 
Relics. 


Messrs. Wheeler & Clark have our 
thanks for the large box of sea curi- 
osities sent us. The large star fish 
were fine, also all the other specimens. 
As Mr. Wheeler is away from home a 
great deal collecting, they can offer 
fine and rare specimens at a very low 
price. 

Se ae gees Sinden 
Premiums. 

I will give to.all who send twenty- 

five cents for this paper a whole year, 


any one of the following: (Please 


remember that these specimens are 
large, perfect and fine and to buy 
them one at a time from my list, or 
any other dealer’s, you would pay 
from ten to twenty-five cents per 


specimen. Sent back to you same 


day as your letter is received.) 


1. A large shark’s egg. 

. A large sea urchin. 

. A large spec. of asbestos. 

. A large spec. of cocolite. 

. A large spec. of copper ore. 
. A large spec. of silver ore. 

. A large spec. of gold ore. 

. Four good fossils. 

g. Four spec. of Indian pottery. 
Four good curiosities. 

Four good minerals. 
Twenty-five small sea shells. 
Pine cone, California. 
Chestnut burr. 

My 14 page price list. 


Com OCvta &£. Ww 


ES: 
EL, 
I2. 
ie. 
14. 
£5. 
Send stamps or postal note, would 
rather have the latter. Send at once. 


COINS, STAMPS, EGGS, ETC, 
32-Paged Catalogue for Stamp. 


WV ee GR AN 
827 Brannan St, San Francisco, Cal. 


Fine Approval Sheets of 
FOREIGN POSTAGE STAMPS, 


Sent active collectors upon receipt of one good ref- 
erence or cash deposit. 


GOOD AGENTS. COMMISSION 25° lc: 


BISHOP & ELLISON, 
P. O. Box 365, LYNN, MASS. 
Circulars for stamp. 


LOCK AT THIS! 


E will send you the AGENTS’ WORLD. a large 20 
column monthly, containing Agents’ directory, 
exchangeand bargain columns, 4 months on trial and 
your name inserted in 2 directories, from which you 
will receive thousands of samples, circulars, etc., and 
piles of good reading matter free; all for only 10¢ 
silver. Try us. Only one dime. 


AGENTS’ WORLD PUBLISHING CO.,-. 


PASSUMPSIC, VERMONT. 
(Mention Paper. 


COLLECTORS, LOOK! 


Branch coral 10c; Rosa 10c; Red 25c; Sea 
Beans 15¢ per doz.; Bleeding Tooth Shells 
10c per doz.; Sharks Eggs 7c; Poreupine 
Quills 6c per doz. ; Liver Beans 7c; Keyhole 
Urchins 6c ; Hot Springs Xtals 10c; Arrow 
Points 10c; Pottery 10c; Large Catalogue 
and nice Curos 10ce. 


WHEELER & CLARK, 


East Templeton, Mass. 


WANTED. 


V Nickels, *‘no cents’’ in lots of 5 or 10. Will give 
7 cents each for them. 


C. P. KNISEY, 
Utica, Ohio. 


U.S: REVENUES 


BOUGHT, SOLD and EXCHANGED. 


100 U. S_ Revenues, all different....... $1.30 
50 U. S. Revenues, all different........ 
25 U.S. Revenues, all different....... 


FRANK W. THOMAS, 
Room 1, Harmond Building, Troy, N. Y. 


STAMPS IN SETS. 


Bavaria 1870, 7 var. 4¢ ; Bosnia, 7 var. 30c; 
Bulgaria, 7 var. 18c¢ ; Chili, 7 var. 10¢c ; Orange 
States, 6 var. 12; Spain, 10 var. 8c; Sweden,- 
11 var. 5c. All used; postage extra 

W. W. JEWETT, 
504 Congress Street, Portland, Me 


McBRIDE & CO., 


594 South Market Street, NASHVILLE, TENN,, 


DEALER IN 


VERY FINE INDIAN RELICS—NEW 1887. 


PRICE LISTS JUST OUT—SENT FREE. 
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COMMON SENSE. 


New Method of Preserving 
Birds. 


Having a lot of 
FOREIGN STAMPS 


White the bird is first killed, or soon I have put them up, 100 different in a pack- 


afterwards, open the venter from the 
lower part of the breast bone down to 
the anus, with a pair of scissors, and 
extract the contents. This cavity im- 
mediately fill up with the following 
mixture, and then bring the wound 
together by a suture, so as to prevent 
the stuffing from coming out. The 
gullet or passage, fill, from the beak 
down to where the stomach lies, with 
the mixture fine ground, which must 
be forced down a little at a time by 
the help of a quill or wire; the head 
open near the root of the tongue with 
the scissors, and, after having turned 
out the brains, fill the cavity with the 
same. ‘The bird thus filled must now 
be hung up by the legs to dry for two 
or three days, to let the spice settle ; 
after which it may be placed in a 
frame to dry, in the same attitude as 
we usually see them alive. In this 
frame it must be held up by two 
threads, the one passing from the arms 
to the lower part of the back, and the 
other through the eyes; the ends of 
these threads are to brace the bird up 
in its proper attitude ; fasten them to 
the side of the frame, and place it on 
a chip pill-box. It will now require 
no other support than a pin through 
each foot, fastened into the box. It 
must remain a month or two to dry. 
The eyes must be supplied by propor- 
tional glass beads fixed in with strong 
gum water. The mixture is: Com- 
mon salt, one pound ; alum, powdered, 
four ounces; ground pepper, two 
ounces ; all blended together. 
——__ a - o  ————— 

The age of an oyster may be reck- 
oned by counting the lines in the 
groove of the hinge of the bivalve. 
These lines indicate the annual layers 
or shell growths. 

It was a remark of Linnzus that 
three flies would consume a dead horse 
sooner than a lion could. He doubt- 
less included the families of the three 
flies. A single fly will produce twen- 
ty thousand larve, each of which in a 


few days may be the parent of another 
twenty thousand, and thus they would 
soon devour an animal much larger 
than a horse. 


age—some rare and fine stamps I think, but 
I am not a stamp dealer and do not know ‘their 
value. One package 15c.; two 25c. Send 


now. 
F. A. THOMAS, 
Mexico, N. Y. 


THE SOUTHERN COLLECTOR. 


For collectors of all branches. One year 
and 25 finely mixed old U. S. stamps older 
than 1870, providing you send a 2¢ stamp for 
return postage. Send silver, no stamps taken. 
“Adv.” rates 40c perinch. Sample copy free. 


THE COLLECTOR PUB. CO., 
Mention paper. HICKORY, Miss. 


RUBBER STAMP. 


Name and address, ink, pads and box 25c; 3 lines 25c; 


4 lines 50c. 
H. Ss. JENEKS, 
Sand Beach, Mich. 


“THE VICKSBURG DAILY CITIZEN,” 


Printed on WALL PAPER, July 4th, 1863, at Vicks- 
burg, Miss., the day Vicksburg surrendered to Gen. 
Grant. Fine, Perfect Copies, and Decided Curiosities. 
Type was set up by the Rebels, and the paper printed 
4A Union Soldiers. Price, post-paid 22c. Only a few 
eft. 


F. A. THOMAS, 


MEXICO, N. Y. 


SILK HANDKERCHIEF 


And a valuable lot of scrap transfer pictures sent post- 
paid for 10 cents. 
GEO. C. HILL, 
92 HUDSON STREET, BOSTON, MASS. 


GIVEN AWAY. 


We will send free post paid, (for 30 days 
only) 


| PAIR NICKLE TIDY HOLDERS 


to any one sending us the names and address 
of five or more good canvassing Agents, pro- 
viding you will try and make sales from the 
samples you receive. 


HOLLISTER BROS., 


Mexico, - - ald Y 
JOHN R. FINDLAY, 


BOX 185, HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA, 
DESIRES TO PURCHASE 
STAMPS, ENTIRE POST CARDS and ENVELOPES, Etc. 
The highest price paid for above in good condition. 
CONSIGNMENTS SOLICITED. 


THE USEFUL INSTRUCTOR, 
A large 16 page Monthly, devoted to Phila- 
tely and Natural History 


ONLY FIFTY CENTS PER YEAR, 
post paid to any part of the Globe. Address 


THE UOBEY I INSTRUCTOR, 


BOX 185, ~ - HALIFAX, N. §S. 


JOB PRINTING. 


One hundred good white Envelopes post- 


paid 40c. Note Heads and Business Cards 
same price. Send stamp for samples and 
rices. 


ECLIPSE PUB. CO., 


6216 STATION STREET, EAST END, 
PITTSBURG, PA. 


THE PHILATELIC HERALD. 


A LARGE MONTHLY FOR STAMP COLLECTORS 
(ESTABLISHED 1884.) 


ON TRIAL THREE MONTHS FOR ONLY FIVE CENTS. 
W. W. JEWETT, Publisher, 
504 CONGRESS ST., -  - PORTLAND, ME. 


INDIAN GOODS, ANIMAL SKULLS Ete. 


Indian*Peace Pipe=.'. ss... 2s $2 00 to 4 00 
indian Moccasins. %. ots. sa) 1 75 to3 00 
Specimen Beaver’s Work...... 25 


Above sent post paid on receipt of price. 


LAUREN J one 
GORDON, SHERIDAN CO., —- . 


FOR SALE AT FAIR PRICES. 


Dollars 1795, 1797, 1799, 1800, 1801, 1802, 
1803, 1840, 1841, 1842, 1843, 1853, 1856. Half 
Dollars 1803 to 1820. Quarter Dollars 1805, 
1806, 1807 to 1828. Copper cents and 4 cents. 


I. M. SHAFFER, 
SCIO, N.Y. 


FREE TO ALL! 
Send us your name and receive a sample copy 
of 
THE YOUTW’S LEDGER. 


A large 6 page 24 column monthly, published 
in the interest of 


COLLECTORS OF ALL BRANCHES. 


Subscription price 25 cents per year. Five 
premiums worth one dollar given to every 


NEB: 


subscriber. Send at once to 
THE YOUTH’S LEDGER C0., 
P. 0. Box 3487. ING-¥.. CLEY= 


STAMP DEALERS 


Supplied with wholesale selections of stamps on ap- 


proval. : 
W. T. GREANY, 


827 Brannan St., San Francisco, California. 


LOOK HERE! 
Five varieties of Minerals, 05c.; 5 varieties 
of Sea Curiosities, 05c. ; Sharks Egg, 05e. ; 
Mounted Sea Moss, 08c. 3 ; 25 Sea Shells 08ce. ; 
Boat Shells, 03¢.; 3 varieties of Moss, 10e. ; 


all 40c. : 
W. P. ARNOLD, 
SHANNOCK, R. I. 


SEND 


Ten cents for the MOHAWK STANDARD, 4 months 
on trial. Published in the interest of collectors. Send 
5 cents for our priced catalogue of postage stamps. 
100 varieties, 10 cents. 50 varieties, 5 cents. North 
Borneo 4% and 1 cent, 6 cents each. 


Cc. D. SMITH, 


DELTA, N.Y. 


STANTON’S 
AMERICAN PHILATELIC DIRECTORY. 


The Biggest Stamp Collector’s Directory 
ever issued, containing 1370 actual bona fide 
names and addresses of live collectors. Hvery- 
body should have a copy. Twenty-five cents 
post free ; 46 copies sold the first day of issue. 

J. F. STANTON, Smyrna, N. Y. 
ALSO PUBLISHER OF 


THE PHILATELIG TRIBUNE, 


one of the best stamp papers published ; 8 
pages, 32 columns, 14 inches in length. 

Fifteen cents for 6 months. ‘Sample for 
stamp. 


NS 


MMON SENSK. 


DEVOTED TO THE INTEREST OF COLLECTORS OF ALL CLASSES. 


Von. 1-—Nos' 4, 


MEXICO, N. Y., JUNE, 1887. 


F. A. Tuomas, Aditor. 


COLLECTORS ! DEALERS ! 


Please Look at These Low Prices. 


NO TRASH. 


1,400 star fish at 3c. each, or 25c. per doz. 
1,000 sea urchins at 5c. each, or 50c. per doz 
2,000 shells, large, per pair, 5c., or 40c. “ 
3000. —s— small,“ DG. boc... 
600 crabs’ backs, at 5c. each, or 40c. per doz. 
500 sharks’ eggs, at 4c. each, or 35c. per doz. 
100 horseshoe crabs, at 15c. each, or $1.25 ‘“ 
200 arrow’s heads, Oregon (bird), 12c. each. 
600 arrow’s heads, Virginia (fine), 10c. each. 
200 arrow’s heads, Ohio (fine), 6c. each. 
1,000 arrow heads (good), 5c. each. 

12 fine and perfect arrows sent for 60c. 

200 fine specimens of chalk flint, 4c. 

200 fine specimens of red jasper, 4c. 

200 fine specimens of asbestos, 4c. 

200 fine specimens of cocolite, 4c. 

200 fine specimens of copper ore, 4c. 

5 different specimens for only 15c. 

10 different minerals, fine, 20c. 

AO different minerals, very fine, 75c. 

Mineral scarf pin, beautiful, 25c. 

Chinese coins, 4c; Siamese coins, 4c. 

Japan tempos, 400 years old (rare), 12c. 

5 large U.S. cents, different dates (old), 25c. 
10 good foreign coins, worth 60c., 30c. 

5 foreign silver coins, very old, 1634, etc., 75c. 


3 different medals—Washington, Independ- 
ence Hall and Lincoln medal, all, 25c. 


Chinese chop sticks, pair, 10c. 

Chinese horn nuts, 4c. 

Chinese newspapers, rare, 10c. 

Chinese cacti nuts, 4c. 

Old newspapers, 1733, 25c.; 1805, 12c. 

Wood from old war ship New Orleans, war of 
1812, polished, 3x44x4 inches, fine, 12c. 

Hot Springs’ crystals, two fine ones, lic. 

Rattle snakes’ rattles, large, 20c. 

Ostrich eggs, $1.50. 

10 different birds’ eggs, worth $1, 40c. 

Florida moss, large package, 5c. 

Bullets from Bull Run (genuine), 12c. 

5 different bullets trom diff. battlefields, 40c. 

Alligator teeth or buflalo teeth (large), 12c. 


Send 20c. for a package of 10 curiosities; 
worth by any list, 50c. Any order under 
25c. must contain 5c. extrafor postage. Any 
order of $1.50 or more I will send ‘Common 
Sense” one year free. My large 12 page price 
list of coins, stamps, relics, etc., etc., sent 
with an order of 50c. or more. Give me a 
trial. Yours very truly, 


EF. A. THOMAS, 


Agents Wanted. Mexico, N. Y. 


The Star Fish. 


Bic TED 


Nearly every person who ever went 
to the sea shore have seen a great 
many of these funny creatures, but 
for those who live inland I will try to 
give such some idea what a star fish 
is like. First, it belongs to the order 
of animals called asterioids, well ex- 
emplified by the common species of 
the New England coasts, the five fin- 
gered Jack of the sailors. The body 
is depressed and divided into rays like 
a star; the upper surface is studded 
with rough knobs, varying in color 
with the species, but generally reddish 
or of a light yellow. Between these 
little knobs are the openings of many 
very minute tubes for the passage of 
water in and out of the body; the 
skeleton consists of porous calcareous 
pieces, movable articulated, and ex- 
tending on the lower surface from the 
mouth in the center to the ends of the 
rays. The mouth is a queer arrange- 
ment opening direct into the stomachal 
cavity, from which little tubes extend 
to the extremity of each arm, the 
stomach can be averted over their food 
and then be turned back again; the 
mouth is very dilatable, and will admit 
large mollusks with the shell, the hard 
parts being ejected after the soft por- 
tions are digested. Perhaps you 
could never find two star fish that 
were just alike, as there is so great a 
variety in the spreading, division and 
sub-division of the arms, but all are 
arranged after the general shape of a 
star. The arms can be bent in any 
direction according to the will of the 
animal, as they are full of muscles. 
They have a nervous system arranged 
around the mouth, sending its branches 
toallof thearms. The sense of touch 
is very acute. Rymer Jones says, 
star fishes may be considered as mere 
walking stomachs, their office in the 
economy of nature being to devour all 


kinds of garbage which would other- 
wise accumulate ontheshores. They 
eat also living creatures, mollusks, and 
even small fish, and are thought to be 
very destructive to oysters. They are 
never used as food for man, but in 
many places are gathered in large 
quantities for manure. In size they 
vary from an inch to over a foot in 
diameter. They are found from the 
Trenton limestone of the lower Lilu- 
rian epoch down to the present time. 
Past igs pees 
Notes. 

The present circulation of legal ten- 
der notes in the United States is up- 
wards of $346,000,000. 

Besides the regular U.S. issue, sev- 
eral of the States have issued revenue 
stamps for their own use. Among 
them being California, who leads the 
list with 289 varieties. 

The development of bituminous 
coal lands in Virginia within the past 
few years has been very rapid. Upto 
within a few years the coal production 
of Virginia was comparatively limited, 
but estimates are from 3,000,000 to 
5,000,000 tons for this year. 

Mr. L. W. Durbin, the popular stamp 
dealer and publisher, has a fine collec- 
tion, of United States stamps only. 
It contains many rarities, amongst 
which might be mentioned Baltimore, 
St. Louis, New York, etc., on original 
letters and a genuine original Franklin 
carrier, and many others equally de- 
sirable. 

The city of London comprises 700 
square miles, and has a population of 
5,000,000. It has 1,000 ships and 
9,000 Sailors in its port every day. It 
has 9,000 miles of streets, and builds 
g,ooo houses every day. 

What wonderful changes are 
wrought by the march of time! It is 


stated that famous sermon that John 
Knox preached in Edinburgh in 1565, 
“for the which he was inhibited preach- 
ing for a season,” was sold not long 
since for $2,075. 
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COMMON SENSE. 


Directions for Collecting Birds’ 
Eggs. 

Collect all eggs in sets and preserve 
nest with set whenever practicable. 
When nests built in bushes, or among 
reeds and rushes or hanging from small 
branches of trees are collected, cut off 
the portion of the bush, reeds or branch 
to which the nest is attached instead 
of tearing it away. A SET consists of 
all the eggs found in the nest. 


Each egg of a set must be marked 
with thesame number. For example: 
Each egg of the first set found should 
be marked 1; of the second 2, and so 
on. If the nest is also collected, a 
piece of paper having the SAME NUM- 
BER as that on the eggs must be se- 
curely fastened to it. Eggs must be 
blown through one small hole in the 
side. After drilling the hole, hold the 
egg over a basin of water, hole down, 
and blow into the egg through the 
blow-pipe; after emptying, rinse 
thoroughly by forcing water into the 
shell and place on clean blotting paper 
to drain. Mark each egg with a num- 
ber corresponding to the Smithsonian 
catalogue and set mark as above. If 
the egg is faradvanced in incubation, 
drill a large hole, and with fine, sharp- 
pointed scissors cut the embryo into 
small pieces and extract with embryo 
hooks. 


Use a soft, sharp-pointed lead pen- 
cil in marking eggs, never ink, and 
write nothing but number on the egg. 

ALWAYS BE SURE what species of 
bird the nest belongs to before taking 
it, as doubtful sets are of no value. 
If the name of the bird owning the 
nest is unknown, try to shoot or snare 
the bird and cut off the head, wing, 
tail and leg. Rub some powdered 
arsenic into the flesh and wrap in pa- 
per, marking with the same number as 
on the eggs and nest. 


Pack eggs for sending away in cot- 
ton batting, wrapping each egg sep- 
arately in a piece of batting, and 
where the nests are taken, place the 
eggs in their nests filling up the nest 
with cotton. Be sure that the eggs 
do not touch each other. Put some 
cotton in the bottom of a WOODEN 
box and put in a layer of eggs, then 
cover with cotton and put in more 


eggs, and so on till within a couple of 
inches of the top, when fill the box 
with cotton and put on the cover. If 
you have nests to pack wrap each in 
paper and place on bottom filling be- 
tween them with cotton and then put 
in eggs which have no nests. 


EXCHANGES. 


These columns are free to all, but subscribers will 
be given the preference. All exchanges must be in 
by the 15th of the month to insure insertion in next 
number. 


25 garnets for an Indian spear lead, 10 for an 
arrow head ; 50 tin tags for any U. 8. 90 cent Stamp, 
25 for the 10, 15, 24, 30 or 90, 1869 issue. 

C. R. NORTH, Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia, Pa. 


5 good Chinese coins for a V nickle without cents’ 
or for two different foreign coins. 
H. E. KELLY, Ceres, Cal. 


Fine polished Buffalo horns, for Indian relics, ar- 
row heads, axes and pestles. Can also exchange deer 
and elk horns. 


Box 315. GEO. MOORE, Cambridge, Neb. 


Nos. 1 to 17 of the ‘‘Philatelic Tribune’ wanted. 
Write, stating what you want for them. 
H. E. DEats, Flemington,'N. J. 


Wanted.—-To exchange a complete printing office 
or any part of it, for an open or top carriage. 
THERON HAYWARD, Keene, N. H. 


For every 5 large @.S. or half cents sent me, with 
plain dates, I willsend 1 doz. assorted fish hooks, 1 
Chinese coin, and a 32 page songster. 

L. E. HUDSON, Ellisburgh, N. Y. 
Minerals and curiosities, for the same. 


ters answered. Please write me. 
W. C. BLUDUNG, Green Bay, Wis. 


All let- 


Coins and Indian Relics, for same, or to exchange 
for good and rare autographs. Send lists. 
H. T. UPSON, Parkersburg, W. V. 


Will exchange 25 kinds of tin tags for same, or 
for minerals, shélls, Indian relics and shells. 
M. M. GRUBE, Basil, Ohio. 


Remember, I will send you this paper a whole 
year for only 5 Indian arrow heads or 25c. Subscribe. 
COMMON SENSE, Mexico, N. Y, 


100 post marks (all different) for an Indian arrow 
head. 


Box G. Care ELLIS, Keene, N. H. 


This paper a whole year, postpaid, for 5 Indian 
arrow heads. COMMON SENSE, Mexico, N. Y. 


100 foreign stamps, for 10 U. S. match, medicine 
or department stamps of any kind. Stamps exchang- 
ed by the approval sheets. 

CHAS. O. HENBEST, Marshall, Ill. 

I have fossils, shells, etc., in abundance, and a 
few rare fishes and reptiles to exchange. 

J. KOST, Tallahassee, Florida. 


Will send a good fife, for either of Scott’s coin 
catalogues. Exchange. 
Box 5, Mt. Holly, N. J. 


All collectors sending packages of specimens or 
curiositiegof general character, will receive by return 
mail or express a pacKage in return of equal value, 
each party to pay their own express or mail charges. 
I wish to exchange for old arms especially. Address, 

GEO. F. MANNING, box 295, Coshocton, Ohio. 

100 different foreign stamps—a fine lot, for 2 In_ 


dian spear heads or 4 arrows. 
F. A. THOMAS, Mexico, N. Y. 


U. S. REVENUES. 


Revenue Collectors send for one of my unequalled 
sheets of U, S. Revenues. Lowest price. Commis- 
sion 3314 per cent. $25 first issue, $1.60; $25 second 
issue, $3.50; $20 third issue, $5. Lists free. 


SHEETS OF FOREIGN and U. S. STAMPS 


on approval. Reference required. 


JOSEPH HOLMES, Jr., 
744 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 


OTS Se bees 


Geological and Archeological Specimens and Scien- 
tific Books. Corals from the falls of the Ohio a spec- 
ialty. Can furnish from a single specimen to one 
hundred thousand. Correspondence with advanced 
collectors solicited. Best of reference given and sat- 
isfaction guaranteed or money refunded. 


PROF, G. K. GREENE, NEW ALBANY, IND. 
OLD CONE, 


Indian Relics, War Tokens, &c., &c., for sale or ex- 
change. Collectors will do well to write to me. 


J. H. ZUMSTEIN, 
WINDSOR, ILL. 


JUST THINK OF IT! 


Two hundred small sea shells, just the thing 
to exchange and get other specimens, sent 
post paid for only 15 cents. They are not the 
small rice shell, but fair specimens. 

Address ‘‘ Specimens,” 


MEXICO, N. Y. 


WM. vd. WETTERN, Jr., 
Wholesale Dealer in Postage Stamps, 
176 Saratoga St., Baltimore, Mad. 


September list just issued. All new beginners 
should send for a copy. Cheapest in the United 
States. Sent free on applica‘ion to dealers only. 


THE PHILATELIC HERALD. 


A LARGE MONTHLY FOR STAMP COLLECTORS 
(ESTABLISHED 1884.) 


ON TRIAL THREE MONTHS FOR ONLY FIVE CENTS. 


W. W. JEWETT, Publisher, 
504 CONGRESS ST., - - PORTLAND, ME. 


Box 247, 


Arrowheads, Oregon, .05 to .08; Semi 
Precious, Oregon, .15 to .25; Dane Co. Wis., 
.05 to .08; New Jersey, .10 to .15; Lancaster 
Co., Pa., .08 to .10; Bartow Co., Ga., .05 to 
.10; Indian Pipe (10 inches long) $3.50; 
Indian Pottery, two pieces 05c., all postpaid. 
Address Arrowhead Co., L. Box 134, 

MILLVILLE, N. J. 


AGASSIZ COMPANION. 
A first-class 18 page magazine devoted to 
the Natural Sciences, Philately and the A. A. 
Send stamp for sample copy. Read the grand 
prize offer. Subscription price 5€c per year. 
Circulation from 1000 to 1,500 monthly. Ad- 
vertising rates 50c per inch. Address The 
Agassiz Companion, WYANDOTTE, KANSAS. 


COLLECTOR'S COMPANION. 


Devoted to Coins, Tags, Stamps, Relics ; 
contains correspondence, Exchange Collect- 
ors Directory, etc. Send for sample copy. 


McBRIDE & MARBLE, 
PAWNEE CITY, NEB. 


HENRY WARD BEECHER’S 
Cabinet Photograph by mail for only 12 cts. 


Box 27, 253 West 41st Street, 
WEW TOR, IW. Z.. 


COMMON SENSE. 


COMMON SENSE. 


EDITOR. 


F. A. THOMAS, - = . = - 
SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
Oné year, post-paid. ......- seeks seen eee vee 25 cts. 
SPSSMIOMONG TS eo Pees cent ocle ee atten ens ESS 15 cts. 
NAINDIO COPY: cer -ae ham ee eiae et cislee ee eie nein se Free 
ADVERTISING RATES. 

A BITICMINVOO Tc tic secs sess ut siselt faetis ein noe 3.00 
¥% inch 1 insertion....$ .25 38 insertions...... $ .50 
1 inchl Lona einer, Riteu Reeth gars 01, 
2 inches ~* is ene te. SGT ete 1.75 
8 inches ue 2 tO to Perse ee 2.50 


SPECIAL RATES FOR LARGER SPACE. 


Communications on any of the subjects treated in 
this paper, will be thankfully received. 

Alladvertising matter must be in by the 15th of the 
month, to insure insertion in next number. 

Letters of inquiry must contain stamp for reply. 

Address all letters to the publisher, F. A. Thomas, 
Mexico, N. Y. 


(Entered at the Post Office at Mexico as Second Class 
Matter.) 
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With Editorial Quill. 

The man who is into one kind of 
business for one year, into another the 
next, and something else the third, 
generally never amounts to very much. 
He has no fixed purpose. Just so in 
collecting. If you think you would 
like Philately, Mineralogy, Oology, 
Numismatology, Archaeology, Con- 
chology or any other branch you may 
fancy, first find out which one you like 
and then go ahead and collect. Or, if 
you want to form a general collection, 
this is all right. But the point I want 
you to see is this: Do not collect 
stamps for a month, exchange these 
for tin tags, the tin tags for post marks, 
and the post marks for something else. 
Is there any science about it? Do 
you take any pleasure in it? Ordo 
you do it just for the purpose of ex- 
changing? You might collect in this 
way a lifetime and then not havea 
collection of any thing. For instance, 
suppose you think you would like 
Philately, and after a fair trial you 
find, or think you find nothing in it, 
then you have a right to abandon it. 
But the idea of collecting one thing 
for one month, something else the 
next, and the third something else, is 
all foolish. You spend both your time 
and money, and have nothing to show 
for it, when if you would collect in 
the“proper way, you would have a fine 
collection and one that you would not 
be ashamed of. 

tt pt 2 OD SS 

Subscribe for ComMMON SENSE, only 

25 cents a year, postpaid. 


Notes and Review. 

Do not forget tosubscribe. I send 
out a large number of sample copies 
this month. 

The Southern Collector, from Hick- 
ory, Miss., is the best curiosity paper 
published in the south. 25c per year. 

Collectors should not forget that 
they can get any coin, stamp, relic, or 
curiosity at low prices, by writing to 
this paper. Send stamp for reply. 

The Collectors Review, from Den- 
ver, Col., is. a very interesting paper. 
The article “A Philatelists’ Observa- 
tions Abroad,” by Lieutenant J. M. T. 
Partello, is fine, and this alone is worth 
the price of the paper. Only 25c per 
year. 

“Richmond’s American Philatelic 
Press Directory” is out, and is the 
best of anything of the kind we have 
seen. It gives information concern- 
ing 56 papers. 

If you wish any coins, stamps or 
general curiosities, do not fail to write 
to J. G. Bingham, McGrawville, N. Y. 
Like a business man always enclose 
stamp for reply. 

EERE aE CREAR 
Premiums. 

I will give to all who send twenty- 
five cents for this paper a whole year, 
any one of the following: (Please 
remember that these specimens are 
large, perfect and fine and to buy 
them one at a time from my list, or 


any other dealer’s, you would pay 


from ten to twenty-five cents per 
specimen. Sent back to you same 
day as your letter is received.) 


1. A large shark’s egg. 

2. A large sea urchin. 

3. A large spec. of asbestos. 

4. A large spec. of cocolite. 

5. A large spec. of copper ore. 
6, A large spec. of silver ore. 
7. A large spec. of gold ore. 

8. Four good fossils. 

g. Four spec. of Indian pottery. 
10. Four good curiosities. 
11. Four good minerals. 
12. Twenty-five small sea shells. 
13. Pine cone, California. 
14. Chestnut burr. 
15. My 14 page price list. 


Send stamps or postal note, would 
rather have the latter. Send at once. 
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THE STAMP COLLECTOR'S FIGARO, 


THE BEST 16 PAGE MONTHLY MAGAZINE 
Published in the interests of Philately. 
50 CENTS PER YEAR! 
5 CENTS PER COPY! 
Advertising rates will be made known upon application. 


ONE SAMPLE COPY FREE 


if you mention this paper. 


Exchange Department FREE to Subscribers. 
Address : 


E. W. VOUTE, Publisher, 


307 WEBSTER AVENUE, - CHICAGO, ILLS. 


LOOK AT THIS! 


E will send you the AGENTS’ WORLD. a large 20 
column monthly, containing Agents’ directory, 
exchange and bargain columns, 4 months on trial and 
your name inserted in 2 directories, from which you 
will receive thousands of samples, circulars, etc., and 
piles of good reading matter free; all for only 10c 
silver. Try us. Only one dime. 


AGENTS’ WORLD PUBLISHING C0., 


PASSUMPSIC, VERMONT. 


(2 Mention Paper. 


COLLECTORS, LOOK! 


Branch coral 10c; Rosa 10c; Red 25c ; Sea 
Beans 15¢ per doz.; Bleeding Tooth Shells 
10c per doz.; Sharks Eggs 7c; Porcupine 
Quills 6c per doz. ; Liver Beans 7c; Keyhole 
Urchins 6c ; Hot Springs Xtals 10e; Arrow 
Points 10c; Pottery 10c; Large Catalogue 
and nice Curos 10e. 


WHEELER & CLARK, 


East Templeton, Mass. 


Printed on WALL PAPER, July 4th, 1863, at Vicks- 
burg, Miss., the day Vicksburg surrendered to Gen. 
Grant. Fine, Perfect Copies, and Decided Curiosities. 
Type was set up by the Rebels, and the paper printed 
by Union Soldiers. Price, post-paid 22c. Only a few 


left. 
F, A. THOMAS, 


MEXICO, N. Y. 


STAMP DEALERS 


Supplied with wholesale selections of stamps on ap- 


proval. 
W. T. GREANY, 


827 Brannan St., San Francisco, California. 


LOOK HERE! 
Five varieties of Minerals, 05c.; 5 varieties 
of Sea Curiosities, 05c.; Sharks Egg, 05c. ; 
Mounted Sea Moss, 08c. ; 25 Sea Shells 08c. ; 
Boat Shells, 03c.; 3 varieties of Moss, 10c. ; 


all 40c. 
WwW. P. ARNOLD, 
SHANNOCK, R. I. 


SEND 


Ten cents for the MOHAWK STANDARD, 4 months 
on trial. Published in the interest of collectors. Send 
5 cents for our priced catalogue of postage stamps. 
100 varieties, 10 cents. 50 varieties, 5 cents. North 
Borneo 44 and 1 cent, 6 cents each. 


C. D. SMITH, 
DELTA, N.Y, 
25 OLD STAMP AND COIN PAPERS 


Sent postpaid for 12 cts. Send before they 
are gone ; two or three years old. 


F, A. THOMAS, MEXICO, N, Y, 
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A Huge Fossil Bone. 

The people of Dodge City, Kansas, 
are now marveling over the discovery 
of a large bone, which has recently 
been brought into this city from a 
point about 65 miles southwest, near 
the Cimarron river. This mammoth 
fossil was unearthed by some work- 
men while digging a well at the depth 
of about 45 feet, and below a stratum 
of sand stone. 

This colossal femur, which is owned 
by Dr. G. W. Milton, is now on exhi- 
bition at his real estate office. The 
length is about 6 feet 8% inches; 
weight, 96 pounds; circumference of 
shaft, 20 inches ; head of bone (femur, ) 
94 inches in circumference; ldwer 
end of knee, 39 inches in circumfer- 
ence. Further excavations will be 
made at an early date with the hope 
of discovering the entire skeleton. 

A NS SEs eh TR eS 

E. W. Voute, ina letter, says: “Your 
paper containing my ‘adv.’ is out only 
one week, and up to date have re 
ceived over 75 fresh applications for 
specimen copies. Hurrah for Com- 
mon Sense!” If we had room we 
could give a whole column of just 
such letters. 


THE BOY’S GLOBE. 
A monthly for boys—contains Philatelic and Puzzle 
Departments, together with serials and short stories. 
Advertising rates made known on application. Sub- 
scription price 25 cts. per year Send your name and 
address on a postal card for free sample copy. Address 


THE GLOBE PUB. CO,, 
42 North First Street PITTSFIELD, MASS, 


U. 8. DOCUMENT STAMPS. 


Two years hence these stamps will cost DOUBLE these 
prices. Collectors are just waking up to their import- 
ance and value, and the supply is not large. STRIKE 
Now if you ever intend collecting these government 
stamps. = 


Prices (in cents) in brackets. : 

One cent, blue, black, red, (1 cent each); two cent, 
blue, black, vermillion, green, (1 cent each); three 
cent, green, (1); four cent, brown, (2); five cent, red, 
blue, (1); six cent, orange, (2); ten cent, blue, light 
blue, (2); twenty cent, red, (2); long stamps twenty- 
five cent, red, blue, (3); thirty cent, lilac. (3); forty 
cent, brown, (3); fifty cent, blue, light biue, (4) ; sixty 
cent, orange, (6); seventy cent, green, (5) ; one dollar, 
red, blue, green. (6, 8 and 10); two dollar, red, (9); 
three dollar, dark green, (12); five dollar, red, (15). 

All above except four last denominations, post-paid 
for 45 cents. 


COIN AND STAMP PRICE LIST FREE with each 


order. 
J.G BINGHAM, 
McGRAWVILLE, N. Y. 


U.S. REVENUES 


BOUGHT, SOLD and EXCHANGED. 
100 U. S Revenues, all different....... $1.30 
50 U. S. Revenues, all different........ 
25 U.S. Revenues, all different....... 
FRANK W. THOMAS, 


Room 1, Harmond Building, Troy, N. Y. 


COMMON SENSE. 


NOW 


is the time to subscribe to 
‘THE CONCHOLOGISTS’ EXCHANGE,” 


A 12 page paper devoted to the interests of 


Shell Collectors, and full of news for Scien- 
tists generally. A ‘‘Young Collector’s Cor- 
ner and Exchange Column.” One collector 
obtained 400 named shells through ONE ex- 
change notice. Send stamp for ‘‘ Premium 
List.” One year 35 cents. To Foreign 
Countries 50 cents; three months trial sub- 
scription 10 cents. Address, 
THE CONCHOLOGISTS’ EXCHANGE, 
Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia, Pa. 


New Jersey cent 1786 or 87 Povi., .20; Mass. cent 1788 
Povi., .20; Roman Coin 2000 years old, .15; Porpoise 
Teeth, .12; Black Bear’s Claw, .15; 1 Doz. Porcupine 
Quills, .08; Lincoln Medal, ‘‘Fine’’ .10; 15 different 
specimens of named woods 1x3 inch finished on one 
side, .25; Skates Eggs, .05; Boat Shells, .03; Razor 
Clam Shells, .06; 4 Named Fossil Shells, -15; Fine 2 
inch Fossil Shell, 15. Send for my list of Relics, Curi- 
Osities, Minerals, &c. 


L. E. HUDSON, 
ELLISBURGH, N. Y, 


eer: 
Oy cetvene ahs abe 2 
I desire to purchase U. S. Revenue and 
present issue of U. S. Postage Stamps in large 
quantities. Stamps on approval at 25 9, 
commission. 


CHAS. G. WOODWORTH, 
Box 3003, — DENVER, COL. 


JOHN NEWHA\M, 


Dealer in U. S. and Foreign Postage Stamps. 
Box 3694, N. Y. City. Catalogue 5 cents ; 
Good Packet 5 cents; Albums 50 cents. 


COLLECTORS! 
Send me 25, 50 or 75 cents and receive speci- 
mens of the celebrated 
DOUBLY TERMINATED QUARTZ CRYSTALS, 
found only in Herkimer County. Nothing 
for the same money adds more to a collection. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. 

EDGAR J. KLOCK, 

Hast Schuyler, Herkimer Co., N. Y. 


RALPH L. MASON, 
Wholesale and Retail Dealer in Old U. S. 
Stamps, Tin Tags, Post Marks and Curiosities, 
Will guarantee to sell cheaper to dealers and 
exchangers than any other firm. Send for list. 


R. L. MASON, 
Mt. HOLLY, N. J. 


THE COLLECTOR’S REVIEW. 


Is an interesting paper devoted to Philately. 
Hight pages and cover, 25 cents per year. 
Lieut. J. M. T. Partello is now a regular con- 
tributor to the Review, and his interesting 
articles are appearing monthly. Send fora 
free sample copy to BaBB & CARSTARPHEN, 
Box 308], DENVER, Cou. 

Mention ‘‘Common Sense.” 


AH THERE! BOYS! 


If so. sit right down and write to The Enterprise Pub. 
Co. enclosing 15 cents for a year’s subscription to 


“THE ENTERPRISE,” 


a monthly paper for boys. Sample copy free. Ad- 
vertising rates 20 cents per inch one insertion ; one 
year $1.50. Address 


THE ENTERPRISE PUB. CO. 
P. O. Box 67. TOWSON, MD. 


Box 5, 


FOREIGN STAMPS. 


Approval Sheets sent to responsible parties. 


MISS ELLA SCOTT, 


289 Monroe Street, 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


GIVEN AWAY. 


We will send free post paid, (for 30 days 
only) 


[PAIR NICKLE TIDY HOLDERS 


to any one sending us the names and address 
of five or more good canvassing Agents, pro- 
viding you will try and make sales from the 
samples you receive. . 


HOLLISTER BROS., 


Mexico, - . 21 aN es 
JOHN R. FINDLAY, 


BOX 185, HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA, 
DESIRES TO PURCHASE 
STAMPS, ENTIRE POST CARDS and ENVELOPES, Etc 
The highest price paid for above in good condition. 
CONSIGNMENTS SOLICITED. 


THE USEFUL INSTRUCTOR, 


A large 16 page Monthly, devoted to Phila- 
tely and Natural History 


ONLY FIFTY CENTS PER YEAR, 
post paid to any part of the Globe. Address 


THE USEFUL INSTRUCTOR, 


BOX 185, - - - HALIFAX, N. 8. 


JOB PRINTING. 


One hundred good white Envelopes post- 


paid 40c. Note Heads and Business Cards 
same price. Send stamp for samples and 
prices. 


ECLIPSE PUB. CO., 


6216 STATION STREET, EAST END, 
PITTSBURG, PA. 


Having a lot of 
FOREIGN STAMPS 


I have put them up, 100 different in a pack- 
age—some rare and fine stamps I think, but 
I am not a stamp dealer and do not know their 
value. One package 15c.; two 25c. Send 


now. 
F. A. THOMAS, 
Mexico, N. Y. 
Se Ee le ee 


THE SOUTHERN COLLECTOR. 


For collectors of all branches. One year 
and 25 finely mixed old U. S. stamps older 
than 1870, providing you send a 2c stamp for 
return postage. Send silver, no stamps taken. 
‘“‘Ady.” rates 40c per inch. Sample copy free. 


THE COLLECTOR PUB. CO., 
Mention paper. HICKORY, Miss. 


COINS, STAMPS, EGGS, ETC. 
32-Paged Catalogue for Stamp. 


Wu ia pO REA NY, 
827 Brannan St., San Francisco, Cal. 


STAMPS IN SETS. 


Bavaria 1870, 7 var. 4c ; Bosnia, 7 var. 30¢ ; 
Bulgaria, 7 var. 18c ; Chili, 7 var. 10c ; Orange 
States, 6 var. 12; Spain, 10 var. 8c; Sweden, 
11 var. 5c. All used; postage extra 

W. W. JEWETT, 
504 Congress Street, Portland, Me. 
POE EDK a Wet TS a 


SUBSCRIBE FOR COMMON SENSE. 


COMMON SENS 


DEVOTED TO THE INTEREST OF COLLECTORS OF ALL CLASSES. 


Vout. 1—No. 5. MEXICO, N. Y., JULY, 1887. F. A. Tuomas, Edttor. 
DIAMONDS Quartz. perfect transparent crystals, some- 
PE dees BY YOU KNOW. times 5 inches in length, and contain- 


HERKIMER COUNTY QUARTZ XTALS, 
FINEST IN THE WORLD. 
A large sample box sent to any address 
for 30c. 
SEND NOW. 
F. A. THOMAS, 
Mexico, N. Y. 


FOR SALE. 
Florida Curiosities ! 


A fine collection of Reptiles, Skins, In- 
sects, Turtle Shells (box), Bird Plumes, 
Grasses, Deer Antlers, Alligator Skins, Rat- 
tle Snake Skins (6 ft. long), &c., &e. 

The whole collection was carefully col- 
lected by myself while in Florida, last winter. 
A long list will be sent upon application. 


D. A. FRADENBURGH, 


Oswego County. ORWELL, N. Y. 


FLINT HEADED WAR CLUB! 


Flints used to head war clubs, 50c each, 

postpaid. Very rare. 
HAND-BOOK FOR CONCHOLOGISTS, 

Containing 20 pages of interesting dis- 
coveries of Pipes, Pottery, Axes, Discodials, 
Flint Implements, Pestles, and all rare and 
valuable mound builder relics. This book 
has many illustrations and a full narration of 
how collecting craze started. Price 10 cts. 

All kinds of ancient Indian Relics sold. 
Correspondence solicited. 


W. K. MOORHEAD, 
Xenia, Ohio. 
Twelve fine Indian Arrow heads, post-paid, 
. only 60c. 


SUBSCRIBE, 25 CENTS. 


- 


ee 


Quartz, which is the most abundant 
of all minerals, is found in every state 
in the Union, from the Atlantic to 
the Pacific, almost everywhere you 
go, you can find quartz in one or 
other of its many forms. In compo- 
sition it is silica, and when free: from 
any foreign intermixture it appears 
in clear transparent crystals like glass 
orice. The presence of a little oxide 
of manganesa gives these a violet 
tinge, and we have what is called 
amethyst. Other impurities which 
variously affect the appearance and 
properties of quartz, are oxides of 
iron, aluminum, nickel and many 
other metals. Though in all of its 
various forms it is distinguished by 
the same chemical properties and de- 
grees of hardness, it will scratch glass 
and give fire when struck with steel, 
and is represented by seven of the 
scale of hardness. The crystals occur 
in groups of great beauty of all 
sizes up to single crystals of several 
hundred pounds weight, the primary 
form of the crystal, which is only 
seen in very few, is a rhomboid, the 
common form is a hexagonal prism 
terminated by hexagonal pyramids. 
In the museum at Naples is a group 
weighing about one half ton ; in Milan 


Tis a crystal 3% feet long and 5% feet 


in circumference, weighing about 800 
pounds; in the museum of natural 
history in Paris, France, is a crystal 
3 feet in diameter and the same in 
length, and weighs 800 pounds. In 
New York state the rich deposits are 
at Ellenville lead mine, Ulster county, 
Little Falls on the Mohawk, a famous 
locality for the purest transparent 
crystal of complete forms, and all 
through Herkimer county you may 
find very fine ones, occurring in the 
cavities of the calciferous sand rock, 
which overlies the Potsdam sand- 
stone. Trenton Falls also furnishes 


ing drops of water; these are quite 
rare and are worth from one to five 
dollars per specimen. St. Lawrence 
county, also Jefferson county, are 
famous for the crystals found in its 
iron ore mines, many beautiful clusters 
coming from Antwerp. Clear crystal- 
line quartz, called rock crystal, was 
in former times highly valued for 
ornamental objects, being cut into 
vases, cups, lusters, etc., many of 
which are still preserved as curiosities. 
In the museum of Louvre are great 
numbers of them, some belonging to 
the times of the Greeks and Romans. 
Very transparent specimens from 
Brazil are made into spectacle lenses 
called “Brazilian pebbles;” they are 
superior to glass on account of their 
great hardness. In Switzerland quartz 
veins which occasionally yield rich 
cavities of crystals are regularly mined 
for this product, a ready sale being 
found for all that is produced. From 
Madagascar large clear masses are re- 
ceived, which sell from, one to ten 
dollars per pound, when cut and set by 
jewellers. We haye the white topaz, 
and sometimes called California dia- 
monds. Pure quartz is largely em- 
ployed in the manufactury of glass, 
and is commonly obtained for this 
purpose in the form of sand. So we 
see, one of our most common minerals, 
that we can pickup in any field, is 
used for many useful purposes, and 
that we could hardly get along with- 
out ‘it. 
a aay Signet = 

It is said that a shop on any of the 
main thoroughfares of London can 
afford to cheat every customer, be- 
cause the crowd of strangers passing 
the door will continue to furnish new 
victims year after year. 

Remember a little advertisement 
will pay you a large profit. Only 4o 
cents per inch. 


A Fine Collection. 
BY F. A. T. 

No doubt one of the best, if not the 
very best private collection of birds’ 
‘eggs, nests, and skins, that could be 
found in New York State, is owned 
by D. D. Stone, Oswego, Wey Mr. 
Stone is a gentleman in every sense of 
the word, about thirty years old, and 
has been acollector for over fifteen 
years. The collection proper, con- 
tains the eggs of nearly every bird 
found in North America, and in great 
many cases the nest and skin, also the 
skins of several hundred small ani- 
mals. He has them beautifully ar- 
ranged in different cabinets, each 
family by itself, and can tell you all 
about-the different birds, their habits, 
their nests, where you would be most 
likely to find them, and in fact he is a 
walking encyclopedia on birds. Some 
people say there is no science about 
Oology, but let them get interested in 
it once, and then see what they say. 
One specimen in particular is very 
attractive, this being a common large 
black bull frog. This frog was caught 
by Mr. Stone in the act of swallowing 
a cherry bird, which he had almost 
accomplished, just the tail and wings 
of the bird can be seen. The frog 
had caught the bird no doubt when it 
was drinking fromthe creek. Icould 
tell you of many more very rare speci- 
mens, but space will not permit. All 
I can say is that to appreciate this 


wonderful collection is tosee it. Mr. 
Stone’s address is Cor. E. roth and 
Oneida Sts., Oswego, N. Y. Pub- 
lishers send copies of their papers. 
——— + ——__—_—_— 
Battle Relics 


BY C. L. WALSH, CHATTANOOGA, TENN. 


The battle fields around Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn., such as Lookout Mt., 
Mission Ridge, and Chickamauga, af- 
ford the relic hunter splendid chances 
to get a collection of war relics. You 
can find bomb shells, cannon balls, 
grape shot, bits, buckles, gun stocks, 
bayonets, and many other implements 
of war. The trees growing-on the 
fields at the time of the war, and now 
when cut down are quite full of bul- 
lets, shot and shell. Chain shot are 
the most rare of all relics; it is a 
mystery to many where they are to- 
day, for ofyall the chain shot that was 
fired only a very few are ever found. 
The relics are going away very fast, 


COMMON SENSE. 


as every year crowds of G. A. R. men, 
who come to look once more at the 
places that were made famous by the 
war of the rebellion, carry home all 
they can find. Lookout Mountain 
battlefield is three miles square, Mis- 
sion Ridge six miles square, and 
Chickamauga, the largest, is eight 
miles square, and were all things con- 
sidered, the battle of Chickamauga 
was the hardest battle fought in the 
rebellion. 


EXCHANGES. 


These columns are free to all, but subscribers will 
be given the preference. All exchanges must be in 
by the 15th of the month to insure insertion in next 
number. 


This paper a whole year, post-paid, for five Indian 
arrow heads, or two spear heads. One hundre | dif- 
ferent -Foreign stamps for four arrow heads. Long list 
of curiosities and relics to exchange. Collectors send 
lists. F. A. THOMAS, Mexico, N. Y. 


Buffalo norns, beaver skulls, four kinds cactus, live 
prairie dogs, minerals, fossil bones, etc., to exchange 
for arrow heads, spear heads and other good Indian 
relics or curiosities. 

GEORGE MOORE, 
Cambridge, Furnas Co., Neb. 


To Exchange: A watch made in 1797, a genuine 
Washington inutton, 300 old Foreign copper coins, 
Send stamp for reply. 

CHAS. N. BODEY, Orwigsburg, Penn, 

A double-barrell ‘‘Parker” shot gun, with brass shells, 
reloading tools, gun case, etc., etc., all in fair condition, 
for stamps. Send lists. 

E. J. STEBBINS, 
11 E. Maumee St., Adrian, Mich. 

Minerals and curiosities for the same. Send lists. 

WILL C. BLIEDUNG, Green Bay, Wis. 


I will exchange geological and mineral specimens, 
also relics of olden times, for specimens of equal value. 
W. E. PIMBLE, Box 502 Wallingford, Conn. 
A collection of 20 different kinds of wood for the best 
offer of coins or relics. 
OSCAR M. HEISS, 
956 Shackamaxon St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Mineral specimens for the same. They must be 2x 2 
in. Send lists. 
L, H. GARDINER, 
4024 Washington, Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 
Musical instruments, books, pamphlets and minerals, 
for minerals not in my cabinet. 
N. W. STARBIRD, Danvers, Mass. 
U. S. revenue, document, match, medicine, proprie- 
tary, playing cards and stamped envelopes to exchange 
for others, or for stamps. 
B. G. A., P. O. Box 67, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Arrow heads to exchange for U. S. revenue stamps. 
Send list. W. P. RATHBONE, 
Box 110, Parkersburg, W. V. 


This paper one year for 25 cents in Stamps or 5 arrow 


heads. 
COMMON SENSE, Mexico, N. Y. 


I desire to obtain mineral specimens from the states 
of Mississippi, Louisiana and territories of New Mexico 
and Utah. Will give Pennsylvania minerals in ex- 
change for them. 

HUGHES McDONALD, 
Box 42, Simpson’s Store, Washington Co., Pa. 

I have a number of articles to exchange for best offer 
of coins, U.S. stamps or anything useful. Address 

Ge Pi ter Bastior Sts Nive City. 


Birds’ eggs with datas and a Scotts’ International 
stamp album, containing the rules, flags and arms ofevery 
nation, and 500 stamps, for large U. S. cents. A Scotts’ 
International stamp album, with or without stamps, or 
complete volumes of the Golden Days, Golden Argosy 
or Youth’s Companion, unbound and in good condition. 

A. H. BEERS, 600 E. Pratt St., Baltimore, Md. 


A fine lot oftdifferent and rare curiosities for Indian 
arrow or spear heads. Send for lists. 
CLIFTON SEARS, Delaware, Ohio. 
Stamps, for books on natural history. 
E. J. THOMPSON, Pittsfield, N. H. 
Musical merchandise, for job printing. Send price 
per 1009 for 6 x 7 circulars, printed on both sides. 
L. M. EDWARDS, 
Knightstown, Ind. 
Twenty-five Foreign stamps for two Hot Springs 
crystals. Arrow heads for se curiosities. 
C. B. COX, Cherry Grove, Ohio. 
Coins of all dates, also Indian relics, for U. S. and 


Foreign stamps. 
H.T. UPSON, Parkersburg, W. Va. 


U. S. REVENUES. 


Revenue Collectors send for one of my unequalled 
sheets of U, S. Revenues. Lowest price. Commis-- 
sion 3314 per cent. $25 first issue, $1.60; $25 second. 
jssue, $3.50 ; $20 third issue, $5. Lists free. 


SHEETS OF FOREIGN and U. $. STAMPS. 


on approval. Reference required. 


JOSEPH HOLMES, Jr., 
744 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 


FCOTS  Saeace es 


Geological and Archeological Specimens and Scien- 
tific Books. Corals from the falls of the Ohio a spec- 
ialty. Can furnish from a single specimen to one 
hundred thousand. Correspondence with advanced 
collectors solicited. Best of reference given and sat- 
isfaction guaranteed or money refunded. 


PROF. G. K. GREENE, NEW ALBANY, IND. 


BO SRE Ys SBE Ep 


I desire to purchase U. S. Revenue and 
present issue of U. S. Postage Stamps in large 
quantities. Stamps on approval at 25 °%, 
commission. 


CHAS. G. WOODWORTH, 
Box 3003, DENVER, COL. 


N OW 


is the time to subscribe to 
“THE CONCHOLOGISTS’ EXCHANGE,” 
A 12 page paper devoted to the interests of 
Shell Collectors, and full of news for Scien- 
tists generally. A ‘‘Young Collector’s Cor- 
ner and Exchange Column.” One collector 
obtained 400 named shells through ONE ex- 
change notice. Send stamp for ‘‘ Premium 
List.” One year 50 cents. Three months 
trial subscription 15 cents., Address, 
THE CONCHOLOGISTS’ EXCHANGE, 
Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia, Pa. 


H,. A. WHITING, 
Foreign Stamp Dealer, 
Box 1153, Fitchburg, Mass. 


Rare Approval Sheets at 25 per cent. com. sent on re- 
ceipt of good reference. Price lists of sets and pack- 
ets, FREE. 


COINS: COINS! 
AO Sk Canta. s kes komen eats a a vate 73256 
6 Colonial Bills, 1778-1777... 2. 2 52 ae 50c¢ 
10 Wie Ss sGoppers ices tans teint ae eae 27¢ 
10 Foreign Coppers..........60.« «sb oeeeDe 

3: Broken: Bank Bulls teccec ace ee eon Saeco 
Pocket Manual of U. S. Coins....... e<sk0C 


Above packets post-paid. Copper coins 
a specialty. Price list free. A fine lot of 
Medals, Tokens, Scrip, &c., &e. 


GEORGE J, BAUER, 
73 Front Street, 
ROCHESTER, N. Y. 


EVERYBODY 

Sends 10c to the Agents’ Guide to have their 
nameinserted. Why? Because they receive 
millions of samples, papers, magazines, FREE 
from publishers wanting agents, and they also 
get the Agents’ Guide free for3 mos. Adver- 
tisers pay only 50 cts. for 1 inch for 3 mo. 
Get in line and join the throng. 


Agents Wanted. KANKAKEH, ILL. 


HOW TO MAKE A CANYAS CANOE! 
You can make one yourself. 
TRY IT! ONLY -16 Cents, 


EDWARD DEWOLF, 
New Bedford, Mass. 


Pe 


COMMON SENSE. 


COMMON SENSE. 


F. A. THOMAS, - eee 2 - EDITOR. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
One year, post-paid Ae eae ME Be a phe laters ble etd 25 cts 
Pee eM NEG ese gle hrc cedig SoA wisp aie'ctere Eis slesaro ie & 15 cts. 
BPI COP: 2 oa beac lrc -tpe ite sco -s>, are o S“wisheiaielele «2 Free 
ADVERTISING RATES. 
BIRO Hed VOR Sie. oop scans sc de tfe pes eegel wee $ 3.00 
¥ inch 1 insertion. . af wb": 3 insertions Mie iets $ .50 
“1 inch z che eal ah Mech te Of 1.00 
2 inches Aen ere iaeer’ | ST Shor a 2 1.75 
3 inches ti 1.00 Perse Aes 2.50 


SPECIAL RATES FOR LARGER SPACE. 


Communications on any of the subjects treated in 
this paper, will be thankfully received. 

Alladvertising matter must be in by the 15th of the 
month, to insure insertion in next number. 

Letters of inquiry must contain stamp for reply. 

Address all letters to the publisher, F. A. Thomas, 
Mexico, N. Y. 


(Entered at the Post Office at Mexico as Second Class 
Matter. 


MEXICO, JULY, 1887. 


Vol. 4. No. 5, 


A Kind Offer. 

Prof. G. K. Green, of-New Albany, 
Ind., offers a collection of 35 different 
specimens of fossil corals, the average 
size of the specimens are 3 x 4 inches, 
and catalogued from 35 to 75 cents 


‘per specimen, making a collection 


worth at least $20.00. This whole 
and rare collection given to the per- 
son who sends the most subscribers to 


‘Common Sense before January 1st, 


1888. The specimens are in my pos- 
session, and are very beautiful, no 
small or poor trash that he could not 
use, but large and first class speci- 
mens. When sending subscriptions 
mention the prize offer, and I will 
give you credit for what you send. 
Every collector, young or old, should 
try for this; remember you get a 


' premium, a good paper for one year, 


and a chance of getting a $20.00 col- 
lection, all for 25 cents. Let me hear 
from you. Yours truly, 
THE EDITOR. 
pelsaee Sree eres Sete EE 
Notes and Review. 

Edgar J. Klock has taken a half in- 
terest in the “Mohawk Standard,”’ of 
Delta, N. Y. The paper will be en- 
larged to eight pages. 

“The Collector’s Journal’ is an- 
nounced for July from Brooklyn, N. 
Y. We have seen the design for the 
cover, and it is very neat. 

Mr. Collins, formerly editor of the 
“Stamp World,” is now practicing law 


at 64 W. Third St., Cincinnati, Ohio. 


+ 


“'The Germantown Philatelist ” is 


publishing a very interesting series on 


*-hundred miles an hour, but we do not 


the “ Postal Regulations of the Con- 
federate States of America.” 


19 
Alligator Teeth, 


FP Florida, 8 cts 1 epee 'e ra 
How many young collectors have shepards acne ne ery large. 
ever seen the U. S. two-cent postal GAR FISH SCALES, 
card! And yet it is not particularly 
searce 5 Cts. Each. A ee 


“Hubbard’s Premium Coin List” 
at hand. It isa fine little book, and 
ought to be in the hands of every coin 
collector. Price toc. 

‘Handy Book for Collectors,” by 
WK. Moorehead): Xenia, -O 54s: 4 
very useful work for the archeologist. 
Twenty-four pages, full of interesting 
matter with a number of illustrations. 
Price roc. 

Many papers have been received, 
the editors will please except my 
thanks for the same. Will be pleased 
to exchange with all. 

Do not forget the great offer by 
Prof. G. K. Green ; the specimens are 
first class in every way, large, fine, and 
rare. Every collector should try for 
this collection. 

SES Rae! 7 a Ona 

Thomas Alexander, in his book en- 
titled “Game birds of the United 
States,” says that wild ducks, unaided 
by the wind, fly from sixty to one 
hundred miles an hour, and that the 
blue-winged teal, “going down the 
wind at the top of his speed, wil] 
make fully one hundred and fifty 
miles an hour, possibly more.” The 
swiftest bird on the wind is the frigate 
bird, a sort of nautical bird of prey 


Sailors believe that it can start at the 
peep of dawn from the coast of Africa 
and, following the trade winds, land 
on the American coast before sunset. 
It can undoubtedly fly more than two 


know of any trustworthy record of 
the speed of which it is capable.— 
Golden Days. 


PREMIUMS. 


I will give to all who send twenty-five cts. 
for this paper a whole year, any one of the 
following: (Please remember that these 
specimens are large, perfect and fine, and to 
buy them one at a time from my list, or any 
other dealer’s, you would pay from ten to 
twenty-five cents per specimen. Sent back 
to you same day as your letter is received.) 

1, a large shark’s egg ; 2,,a large sea urchin ; 3, a large 
spec. of asbestos ; 4, a large spec. of cocolite ; 5,a large 
spec. of copper ore; 6, a large spec. of silver ore; 7,a 
large spec. of gold ore; 8, four good Fossils ; 9, four 
spec. of Indian Pottery ; 10, Four good curiosities ; 11, 
four good minerals ; 12, twenty-five small sea shells ; 13, 
pine cone, California ; 14, chestnut burr ; 
page price list. 

Send stamps or postal note, would rather haye the 
latter. Send at once. 


15, my 14 


Rattle Snake’s Rattles, 


20 Cents Hach. Rare. 
All sent Post-paid. 
F, A. THOMAS, 
MEXIOO, N, Y, 


THE STAMP COLLECTOR'S FIGARO 


THE BEST 16 PAGE MONTHLY MAGAZINE 
Published in the interests of Philately. 
50 CENTS PER YEAR! 
5 CENTS PER COPY! 
Advertising rates will be made known upon application. 
ONE SAMPLE COPY FREE 
if you mention this paper. . 


Exchange Department FREE to Subscribers. 
Address : 


E. W. VOUTE, Publisher, 


307 WEBSTER AVENUE, - CHICAGO, ILLS. 


JOB PRINTING. 


One hundred good white Envelopes post- 
paid 40c. Note Heads and Business Cards 
same price. Send stamp for samples and 


ECLIPSE PUB. CO.., 


6216 STATION STREET, EAST END, 


PITTSBURG, PA. 


Having a lot of 
FOREIGN STAMPS — 


I have put them up, 100 different in a pack- 
age—some rare and fine stamps I think, but 
Tam nota ee dealer and do not know ‘their 
value. One package 15c.; two 25c. Send 


now. 
F. A. THOMAS, 
Mexico, N. Y. 


COINS, STAMPS, EGGS, ETC, 
32-Paged Catalogue for Stamp. 


WV OE’. Cr RB AN aes 
827 Brannan St., San Francisco, Cal. 


THE COLLECTOR’S REVIEW. 


Is an interesting paper devoted to Philately. 
Hight pages and cover, 25 cents per year. 
Lieut. J. M. T. Partello is now a regular con- 
tributor to the Review, and his interesting 
articles are appearing monthly. Send for a 
free sample copy to BABB & CARSTARPHEN, 
Box 3081, DENVER, COL. 

Mention “Common Sense.” 


AH THERE! BOYS! 


If so, sit right down and write to The Enterprise Pub. 
Co. enclosing 15 cents for a year’s subscription to 


“THE ENTERPRISE,” 


a monthly paper for boys. Sample copy tebe, Ad- 
yertising rates 20 cents per inch one insertion; one 
year $1.50. Address 


THE ENTERPRISE PUB. 00. 
P. O. Box 67. TOWSON, MD. 
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COMMON SENSE. 


Vegetable Instinct. 
BY F. C. JOHNSON. 

If a pail of water be placed near a 
pumpkin-stem it will, in a short time, 
draw itself near to the water, and in 
a few hours will be found with one 
of its leaves in it. 

If a pole be placed near a young 
convolvolus, or scarlet runner, it will 
find it, although the pole be shifted 
daily. If, after it has twined some 
distance up the pole, it be unwound, 
and twined in the opposite direction, 
it will return to its original position 
or die in the attempt; yet, notwith- 
standing, if two of the plants grow 
near to each other, and have no stake 
around which they can entwine, one 
of them will alter the direction of the 
spiral, and they will twine around 
each other. 

A potato-vine has been known to 
travel nearly two hundred feet in a 
dark cellar, and to rise, against the 
law of gravation, to find a ray of light 
coming from a small window above. 

Duhamel placed some kidney beans 
in a cylinder of moist earth; after a 
short time they commenced to gener- 
ate, of course sending the plume to- 
wards the light, and the root down 
into the soil. After a few days the 
cylinder was turned one-fourth round, 
and again and again this was repeated, 
until an entire revolution of the cylin- 
der was completed. The beans were 
then taken out of the earth, and it 
was found that both the plume and 
the radicle had bent to accommodate 
themselves to every revolution, and, 
the one in its efforts to ascend per- 
pendicularly, and the other descend, 
they had formed a perfect spiral. 

Peace ero 

—Do not kill the mole until satis- 
fied whether it is an enemy or a 
friend. Sometimes the mole destroys 
a large number of cutting worms and 


slugs. 
rr ooo 
Any-one wishing a good collection 
of Florida curiosities should write to 
D. A. Fradenburgh, Orwell, N. Y. 
Enclose stamp for reply. See adv. 


LOOK, COLLECTORS LOOK! 


Fossil Coral 4c to $1.00, Porcupine Quills 6c per 
dozen, Indian Pottery 2c piece 16c per doz. pieces, 
Arrowheads 8c to 10c, 11 var. named minerals 10c, 
5 var.1x1, 12c, 11 var. 25c, 10 var. first-class eggs 
45c, 20 var. $1. All the above post-paid. 

L. H. HENRY, Bonapart, Iowa. 


OD VAL OL POrei sn Sta PSs dis vais ods vase sees apwasiea 3 ets. 
i eas pe ee it Mame eater ewainhe are 7 ets. 
100 Asst. iss BES UL Seics Waka sce ae oe mreeeioe vie eee 3 cts. 
250 + * Ara Rint icnipine Wi ie brarere iste sieialettcacsomte 6 cts 


F. N. MASSOTH, 


Hanover Centre, Ind. 


KREBS BROS., 


DEALERS IN 


U, §. AND FOREIGN STAMPS, 


AND PUBLISHERS OF 
International Philatelic Advertiser. 
A 16 page advertising medium, best in the 
world. Rates very low. 
Mention Common Sense and receive a 
Sample Copy. 
KREBS BROS., 
81 Nassau St., New York, N. Y. 


$5.00 IN CASH 


Will be given tothe 49th person answering 
this Ad. and sending 25 cts. (no stamps) 
before July 31 for the Collector, Easton, Md., 
one year. The Collector contains each month 
12 pages of excellent reading matter, of in- 
terest to Collectors of all branches, and Ads. 
of reliable firms. Exchange column free to 
subscribers. 


KEYSTONE KURIOSITY KALENDAR. 


Published monthly in the interests of 
general curiosity Collectors, at 25 ets. per 


annum. Serial Story commenced in the 
June number. Send stamp for sample copy 
to EH. E. HOLLINGWORTH, 


Freeport, Pa. 


SPECIMENS 


Agate 5 cts., 10 choice minerals ro cts., 3 fossils 5 cts., 
Selenite 3 cts., Bottle oontaining several colors of ‘‘Pic- 
tured rocks,” Sand 8 cts., Beautiful Botanical Curiosity 


4cts. Send for price list of Kansas Minerals. 
F. R. STEARNS, 
337 Seneca St., 
WICHITA, KAN. 
PIAA nnn THE 
é Ss: CURIOSITY WORLD, 


An Illustrated Monthly de- 
voted ta Stamps, Coins, Au- 
tographs, Indian Relics, Or- 
3 Snithology, Oology and all 
| ¢ branches of Natural History. 
Sample copy free. 

RARE COINS WANTED, 
Our new Premium Coin List 
contains 24 pages and cover, 
over 100 illustrations and 
gives our buying prices for 
allU. 8. and Colonial coins 
worth over face. Price llc. 
J. M. HUBBARD, PUBL’R., 

Lake Village, N. H. 


I WISH TO BUY 


Small collections of U.S. revenue, document, 
match, medicine and beer stamps. Also odd 
lots of coins. Best of references given. 


C. REINEWALD, 
Mansfield, Ohio. 


ents pays for a spicy paper 
6mo. The Gem, Box 34, 


Logansville, Ohio. 


SUBSCRIBE FOR COMMON SENSE. 


“THE VICKSBURG DAILY CITIZEN,” 


Printed on WALL PAPER, July 4th, 1863, at Vicks- 
burg, Miss., the day Vicksburg surrendered to Gen. 
Grant. Fine, Perfect Copies, and Decided Curiosities. 
Type was set up by the Rebels, and the paper printed 
by. Union Soldiers. Price, post-paid 22c. Only a few 


left. 
F. A. THOMAS, 


MEXICO, N. Y. 


STAMP DEALERS 


Supplied with wholesale selections of stamps on ap- 


proval. 
W. T. GREANY, 


827 Brannan St., San Francisco, California. 


LOOK HERE! 


Five varieties of Minerals, 05c.; 5 varieties 
of Sea Curiosities, 05c.; Sharks Egg, 05c. ; 
Mounted Sea Moss, 08c. ; 25 Sea Shells 08e. ; 
Boat Shells, 03c.; 3 varieties of Moss, 10c. ;: 


all 40c. 
W. P. ARNOLD, 
SHANNOCK, R. I. 


SEND 


Ten cents for the MOHAWK STANDARD, 4 months - 
on trial. Published in the interest of collectors. Send 
5 cents for our priced catalogue of postage stamps. 
100 varieties, 10 cents. 50 varieties, 5 cents. North 
Borneo 4% and 1 cent, 6 cents each. 


C. D. SMITH, 


DELTA, N. Y. 


25 OLD STAMP AND COIN PAPERS 
Sent postpaid for 12 cts. Send before they 
are gone; two or three years old. 


F. A. THOMAS, MEXICO, N, Y. 
THE BOY’S GLOBE. 


A monthly for boys—contains Philatelic and Puzzle 
Departments, together with serials and short stories. 
Advertising rates made known on application. Sub- 
scription price 25 cts. per year Send your name and 
address on a postal card for free sample copy. Address 


THE GLOBE PUB. C0., 
42 North First Street PITTSFIELD, MASS. 


UNUSED. SETS. USED. 
Constantinople, 3 Var....5¢ | Spain,5 Var............- 4e 
Hamburg, 2 Var.....3.3.. 5¢ 1 Spain,. d1 Varicias..cssa 5¢ 
Serdina, 20) VAUs ssc <<k 8c | Price List.............Free 


CO. H. Wuitcoms, 2 Highland Ave., Fitchburg, Mass. 


Ee Js Se eae 


DEALER IN 


FOREIGN POSTAGE STAMPS ! 


Is sending out fine assortments of Postage 
Stamps on approval to reliable parties. 
Send for an Assortment. 33% °/. commis- 
sion to agents. 
Prizes Given Agents. 
E. J. SMITH, 
46 Gallia Street, 


Portsmouth, O. 
U. S. LOCAL STAMPS, 


Rare old Husseys, Boyds, Douglass, etc. Allguaranteed 
genuine. Sheets sent on approval—25 per cent Com. 


TO VARY OL TOCA cocks Crsuies Meg taisws eateeeen ets 20 cts. 
2 or TEN Mak oe cies Sec ug tere shinee soiree sik eae 60 cts. 
100 Asst, for Gealonss ciia.cteaea scp dae hvnes cvatio see $1.50 


Send for price list. 


F. N. MASSOTH, 
Hanover Centre, Ind, 


Send 3 cents in stamps, and get 48 latest, new and 
popular songs. i 
Cuas. H. Martin & Co., Publishers, 
609 Hanover St., Baltimore, Md. 
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_ DEVOTED TO THE INTEREST OF COLLECTORS OF ALL CLASSES. 


Vou. 1—No. 6. 


MEXICO, N. Y., OCTOBER, 1887. 


F. A. THomas, Editor. 


CUT THIS OUT 


pri Na 


Paste it in your Album, 


AND WHEN YOU WANT TO BUY 


STAMPS CHEAP 


DROP ME A LINE. 


se 
r7]\\ ae 


ds 


I have several thousand varieties 
on hand, and will sell them at the 
Will send se- 
lections to all reliable . collectors. 


very lowest prices, 


Mention CoMMEN SENsE, and en- 
close 2 cent stamp to ensure reply. 


AGENTS WANTED. 


Agents everywhere say my ap- 
proval sheets are unequaled. Prices 
are low, stamps in fine condition, 
and good commission allowed. I 
shall be pleased to hear from every 
reader of this paper. 


ieee SDE 


Foreign Stamp Importer, 


CAMBRIDGEPORT, MASS. 


COLLECTING, 


BY E. G. WARD. 

A great many people, both old 
and young, rich and poor, are en- 
gaged in collecting specimens of in- 
terest, either to gratify their own 
tastes, to further the interests of 
science, or for profit. We can see 
the greed for acquiring wealth by 
speculation in these relics, coins, 
etc., as well as in any other line of 
business. These people are the 
slaves of the ‘‘ Almighty Dollar,” and 
are a source of annoyance to the col- 
lector, who gets these things togeth- 
er so that he may derive pleasure 
in studying them. There are many 
interesting things that people are 
engaged in collecting, such as botan- 
ical specimens, minerals, birds 
eggs, stamps, Indian relics, coins, 
paper money, etc. Some make a 
specialty of one or more of these 
branches named ; others collectina 
general way ; whatever of interest 
they find is placed in their cabinet 
as a specimen. 

Coin collecting, either in a gen- 
eral way or making a specialty of 
one or more of its branches, is an 
interesting and instructive study. 
For instance, the person who col- 
lects foreign copper coins, and then 


| will refer to the histories of the 
| countries using them, to find out 
| something about the sovereigns 


whose names and likenesses are 
on these coins. Before he is through 


| with his researches, he will have a 
| fair idea of each country and its | 


people under the different rulers. 
He will notice that all countries but 
the United States have the like- 
nesses and names of the different ru- 
lers on the obverse of their coins, 
while the United States does not. 


A FEW IDEAS ON SPECIMEN | 
| “Why is this?” 


He will naturally ask the question, 
He will refer to 
his histories, and he will find that 
our forefathers, when they com- 
menced to frame and form the Con- 
stitution and Laws, so thoroughly 
hated monarchical forms of govern- 
ment and everything pertaining to 
them, that they opposed everything 
that might lead to harboring such 
views. Thus the Constitution for- 
bids the use of such titles as earl, 
duke, lord, etc. When designs were 
being made for our coins, those 
were rejected that had Washing- 
ton’s head on the obverse of the de- 
sign, because it looked as though 
the designers were following in the 
footsteps of these detested institu- 
tions. So the female head, an em- 
blematic figure, called the Goddess 
of Liberty, was adopted, which has 
been used ever since, with an occa- 
sional change in the style of dress- 
ing the hair, position, and finally 
changed to a seated figure, ete. 
When we study all about our ear- 
lier issues, the issues of some of the 
thirteen original states, the changes 


that have been made in the style of 
coins, their purity, the newlone ad- 
ded, the old ones that have been 
discontinued, and the reasons for 
the changes, we then can begin to 
realize how much pleasure and 
knowledge can be obtained in col- 
lecting the coins of our own coun- 
try. The collector will find many 
dates among our coins that are very 
difficult to obtain. If he hasn’t the 
means to buy them of some reliable 
dealer, it may take years of patient 
searching to find them, but the sat- 
isfaction of finding them himself 
will more than repay the trouble of 
waiting. Therefore, don’t be in a 
hurry to complete your sets of 
dates, because anything easily ob- 
tained is not appreciated as much 
as that which has taken both time 
and study to master. 


york. 4 


aba 


COMMON SENSE. 


INDIANS AND MOUND BUILDERS. 


BY GEORGE MOORE. 
Every paper in treating the sub- 
ject of archeology classify Indians 
and Mound Builders as two distinct 
races. In my experience, covering 
a space of fifteen years of active 
collecting, in which time I have 
opened mounds in Ohio, Illinois, 
Wisconsin, Minnesota, the shell 
heaps of Florida, Louisiana, numer- 
ous mounds in Nebraska and Col- 
orado, explored the ancient cliff 
dwellers’ houses in Arizona and 
New Mexico, in which time thou- 
sands of relics have been found and 
preserved ; but in all this time, with 
careful study and with careful com- 
parison of all relics found, could 
énough evidence be found to separ- 
ate the Indian from the Mound 
Builders. 

Mounds in Ohio show signs of 
being very ancient. In some small 
pieces of bones are found that have 
resisted the ravages of time for 
ages. Axes, pestles, arrow and 
spear heads are also found, along 
with burnt corn, showing that the 
soil was tilled to some extent. As 
a general thing the stone imple- 
ments found in the southern states 
are ruder than those found in north 
or western states. 

In Oregon and Montana are found 
the crowning point of mechanical 
skill, shown in the work of the Ab- 
origine, while I, in opening a mound 
in western Nebraska, found arrow 
heads, spears, ornaments and pot- 
tery of the finest workmanship, in 
the same mound were the bones 
of a beaver, human bones, several 
bullets and gun flints, dozens of 
mussels’ shells, etc., and in one 
instance an ornament was found in 
representation of a hawk, so natur- 
al that nothing like it was ever seen 
before. Now, at the same time, if 
in the the same mound with such 
work as this are found leaden bul- 
lets and gun flints, what are we to 
think ? 


[Can not some one answer Mr. 
Moore through this paper ?—Eb. ] 
8-4-9 
Common SENSE a year for 25 cts. 


| more or less carbonic 


STALACTITES AND STALAGMITES, 


BY F. ©. JOHNSON. 

Water impregnated with carbonic 
acid is able to dissolve lime, and as 
all rain and surface water contains 
acid, it takes 
up, as it filters down through the 
earth, 
which it carries in solution 
this solution reaches the roof of a 


cave it seeks the first crack or open- | 


ing through which it oozes and ac- 
cumulates upon the wall inside. 
The liquid now evaporates, leaving 


a deposit. Thisis augmented by con- | 


tinued evaporations, until finally it 
appears as a small suspended icicle. 
This crystalline structure, however, 
has a hollow space about twelve 
inches in length at the top. The 
cause of this is explained as follows: 

The first drop evaporates around 
the outside, leaving a deposit of 
carbonate of lime in the form of a 
ring; as more of the solution flows 
down over the outside of this, one 
ring after another is formed, each 
one being smaller than the one be- 
hind, until the formation termin- 
ates ina point. This formation is 
called a stalactite when it grows 


| down from the roof, but it often 


happens that the solution drops up- 
on the floor of the cave and a sim- 
ilar formation is formed but ex- 
tending upward; such an upright 
cone is called a stalagmite. 

Frequently a stalactite and a 
stalagmite will meet, thus appar- 
ently forming a column supporting 
a roof. Sometimes the solution en- 
ters the roof of a cave through a 
long fissure in the rock, and a thin 
stalactite extended like a sheet will 
be formed. 


<<>> ¢—__—- 

—Thousands of sparrows were 
killed during a recent storm at Wil- 
mington, Delaware. It is reported 
that, the morning after the storm, 
they were picked up in the streets 
of the city by the bushel. 

—St. Peter’s Cathedral, in Mos- 
cow, has five cupolas, and nine hun- 
dred pounds of gold were used in 
overlaying them. The doors of the 


temple cost $310,000, and the mar- 
ble floors $1,500,000. 


a certain amount of lime, | 
When | 
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Herkimer County Quartz Xtals, 


FINEST IN THE WORLD. 
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A large sample box sent to any 
address for 30 cents. 


SSanND Wow !|——_SEanND wow! 


F. A. THOMAS, 


MEXICO) NEY; 


Tr § Curiosity World, Ke 


x AN ILLUSTRATED MONTHLY 


Devoted to Stamps, Coins, Autographs, In- 
dian Relics, Ornithology, Oology and all 
branches of Natural History, Sample copy 
freee RARE COINS WANTED. 

Our new Premium Coin List contains 24 pages 
and cover, over too illustrations and gives our buy- 
ing prices for all U.S. and Colonial coins worth 
over face. Price, 11 cents. 


J. M. HUBBARD, Publ'r, Lake Village, W. A. 


LOOK HERE! 


Five varieties of Minerals, 5c. ; five varieties 
of Sea Curiosities, 5c.; Shark’s Egg, 5c. ; 
Mounted Sea Moss, 8c.; twenty-five Sea 
Shells, 8c. ; Boat Shells, 3c. ; three varieties 
of Moss, Loc. , all 4oc. 


W. P. ARNOLD, Shannock, |e Ie 


The Vicksburg aily fitizen, 


Printed on WALL PAPER, July 4th, 1863, at Vicks- 
burg, Miss., the day Vicksburg surrendered to 
Gen. Grant. Fine, perfect copies, and decided 
curiosities. Type was set up by the Rebels, and 
the paper printed by Union soldiers. Price, post- 
paid, 22c. Only a few left. 


F. A. THOMAS, Mexico, N. Yr. 
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Nickle Tidy Holders. 


Agents can make $1.25, profit from 
every dozen. 


Sell Like Hot Cakes l 


Over 4,0 000, oo Pairs | in Use | 


bverybody Wants them | 


Sample pair sent postpaid for 15c., 
with terms to agents; or one dozen 
pairs for 75c. Send for s sample doz. 


*{ TIDY HOLDER CO.,De 


LOCK BOX 58, MEXICO, N. Y. 


SEND ‘THREE CENTS in stamps, and get 48 
latest new and popular SONGS. 
CHAS. H. MARTIN & CO., Publ rs, 
609 Hanover St., Baltimore, ’Md. 
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SOMMON SENSE. 
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‘PALL OF AN AEROLITE, 


A phenomenon unequaled in the 
annals of astronomic science oc- 
cured at Clayton, Ga., recently, 
which from the light it throws up- 
on questions of the habitability of 
the other planets, will prove of 
great value to science. About 7:45 
o’clock there fell near the town a 
spherical metal ball or erolite, on 
the surface of which appear graven 
characters which give conclusive 
evidence of its having been molded 
by intelligent hands. Dr. Seyres, 
in whose possession the wonder now 
is, SAYS: : 

“JT was returning from a patient’s 
house, situated some seven miles 
from the town, where I had spent 
the latter part of the afternoon, and 
was ascending a long hill, when my 
horse suddenly pricked up his ears, 
and on glancing ahead, my eyes 
were dazzled by a brilliant white 
flash resembling a lightning stroke, 
and immediately following came a 
sharp hiss as of escaping steam. I 
knew that an erolite had fallen, for 
had the flash been electrical there 
would have been a clap of thunder. 
Driving on up the hill, I noticed 
that steam was issuing from the 
ground some few rods back from 
the road, and on hastening to the 
spot found a hole about four inches 
in diameter, from which arose con- 
siderable heated vapor. I drove 
home as rapidly as possible, and 
taking a pick and shovel returned 
to the spot. 
hard digging I came upon the ob- 
ject of my search at a depth of 
about five feet. It was still too hot 
to handle, but I succeeded in get- 
ting it to my carriage by lifting it 
on the shovel. I noticed that it 
was remarkably heavy, but not un- 
til I reached my barn and removed 
the adhering soil did I realize what 
a prize IT had. Instead of a rough 
mass of meteoric iron there ap- 
peared a smooth, perfect sphere of 
steel-blue metal, with polished sur- 
face and engraved with pictures and 
writings. There, upon the surface 
of the strange ball, was a deeply- 
graven circle, within which was a 
four-pointed star, a representation 
of a bird reptile resembling in a 
measure our extinct archacepteryx, 
and a great number of small fig- 
ures resembling those used in mod- 
ern short-hand. The metal of 
which the ball was composed was 
unlike anything I had ever seen, 


ee about as poe as copper a 
entirely infusible in my Bunsen 
blow-pipe. I filed off some small 
bits and sent them to a chemist, 
who made the rollowing report: 
Sir; I have made a spectroscopic 
analysis of the filings you sent. 
The metal is fusible only in the 
electric arc. It is a new element. 
Examined by the spectroscope its 
vapors gives three fine yellow lines 
to the left of the D line of sodium, 
a broad green one to the right of 
the line of barium, and an innu- 
merable number of very fine purple 
ones. 
H. RANDOLPH STEVENS, 
Analytical Chemist. 


+--+ 4p 0 


THE TARANTULA. 


The Tarantula weaves no web, 
but captures his prey by springing 
upon, grasping and biting it to 
death. It is no doubt venomous. 
Little is definitely known of its hab- 
its. The Tarantula is not socially 
inclined. Numerous as they are in 
certain portions of California, Col- 
orado, Arizona and Mexico, two 
Tarantulas in company would be a 
rare sight. A characteristic, so to 
speak, of this creature, is, that the 


gree, provoking a quarrel with any 


| and everything crossing its path. 
The nest is a wonderful little cas- | 


tle, with its beveled-edged and 
closely-fitting door is the work of 
the female Tarantula, which differs 


_ almost wholly from the male, which 
| makes no such provision. 
| he is fierce and warlike, she is shy 
After half an hour’s | 


and retiring, never going far from 


home, the door of which is always | 


left open when she is out. At the 
approach of danger, with a bound 


she is inside, closing the door after | 


her, waiting until her nerves are 
quieted or she comes forth to be 


slain by her foe, the “ Killer’” as it | 


iscalled. A most remarkable thing 
about this Killer is, that he is re- 
lentless and untiring in his destruc- 
tion of the Tarantula. * * Ifhe 
chances to discover the female in- 
side her house with closed door, he 
raps until she opens it a trifle to 
ascertain ‘‘ who’s there,’ when the 


crafty fellow inserts his arm to pre- | 
vent her closing it again, continu- | 


ing to pound away until, in shear 


desperation or madness, Madam | 


Tarantula throws open the door 
and rushes out to receive a thrust 
which quickly ends her existence. 
The killer has golden wings and 
deep blue colored body.—Tammen’s 
Catalogue. 


| THE OLD CURIOSITY SHop—th year; 


While | 


Curiosity Colleetors|! t~< 


SOMETHING NEW! 


Every Collector should have one of the dif- 
ferent colored 


Sand from the famous ‘’ Minnehaha’ Falls 


The Sand is put up in bottles, with ten col- 
ors in each bottle. and makes a very pretty 
curiosity from the famous and romantic water- 


fall of *‘ Minnehaha.” 
1 bottle, plain, 2% inch bottle.......00- 25¢. 
1 bottle, fancy, 2% inch bottle......... 3o0c. 
1 bottle, plain, 5 inch bottle............ 50c. 


The large bottles are not put up fancy. 


H. BLACKLIN, P.O. Box 42, Minneapolis, Minn. 


THE FOLLOWING 


Seven Flint Implements 


WITH DATA, ETC., 
Sent Postparp FOR 70 CENTS: 


1 Game Point..-......-.- mgocae ben be 7. 
TE WWay POU tee sco aco casccieusleabnce s ove oterererenets roc. 
E Stemed Bases «- itc=.s'co cis elacnleelnre 8c. 
1 Indented Stern (scarce) laterahalerst a nie fayeats ESC: 
t Deep Notch....-svesssseenes oye ake ahs roc. 
T Spear Head.....,-.cseeeeccees se eee T5Q. 
PA Geisnwecenocne coco ciate, stove tetaleteteters I5c. 


All are well wrought and in fine condition. 
Send stamp for list of rare relics. 


id. B. NISSLEY, Ada, Hardin Oo., Ohio. 


See ESTABLISHED 1872. %4———— 


WILL. M. CLEMENS, 


Stamp Dealer and Philatelic Publisher, 


male, which is twice the size of the | 


female, is belligerent to the last de- | 
| Just Issued—Standard Historical Catalogue of U. 


JAMESTOWN, N. Y. 


Price, post free, 12 cts. 
monthly ; 
Circulation 3,000; adver- 


S. Revenue Stamps. 


25 cents per year. 
tising ro cents per line. 

Fifty different U. S. Stamps, post free, for 50 cents. 
Twelve different Philatelic papers, post free, 
for 25 cents. 


CIRCULARS, PACKET LISTS, ETC., FREE. 


WANTED—U. S. Stamps, both Postage and 
Revenue, in any quantity. 


WILL. M. CLEMENS, Jamestown, N.Y. 


—SEND FOR A COPY OF—— 


The Youth’s Leisure Hour 


A TWELVE PAGE MONTHLY. 
Devoted to Collectors and to Youth in General. 
Bic PrRizES EvERY MONTH. 


F. C. JOHNSON, Boonville, N. Y. 
LOOK! SPECIMENS! 


Three Fossils 5c., 8 Minerals 20c., 8 Curi- 
osities 25c., 2 relics roc. All for 50c. 


U. R. PERRINE, Water Valley, N.Y. NY; 


ST Ts 
= Exchangers | Monthly 


DEVOTED TO 
MINERALOGY, 
ARCHAOLOGY, 
' GEOLOGY. 


Sample copies free. Exchange col- 
umns free to everyone. Advertising 
rates on application. Address, 


THOS. CHAMBERLAIN, 
284 Payonia Ave., Jersey City. = 


STTUTUUUAUIUHUAUNUNGQSQOQ0QUUUUEUONGEAUIIIITE 


: 
rR, : 


EXCHANGES. 


These columns are free to subscribers. All ex- 
changes must be in by the 15th of the month to in- 
sure insertion in next nnmber. 


I have a very fine printing outfit—press, 
type, etc.—for sale ; or I will exchange it for 
a collection of Indian relics, minerals or curi- 
osities. Said press, etc., are worth $4o. 

F. A. THOMAS, Mexico, N. Y. 

A twelve slide magic lantern to exchange 
for the best offer of almost anything. 

EDW. A. DEWOLF, 
Cottage City, Mass. 

A new fountain pen, with filler and case, 

for best offer of Indian relics. 
G. W. DUER, 
Millersburg, Ohio. 
All corres- 
Please send 


Fine minerals, for the same. 
pondence promptly answered. 
lists. GEO. W. HOBSON, 

4,555 Wakefield Street, Germantown Pa. 

This paper sent a whole year, postpaid, to 
any one who will send five Indian arrow 
heads. COMMON SENSE, 

Mexico, N. Y. 


I will give four Youths’ Companions or two 
Golden Days for every 100 plain, square-cut 
post marks sent me. 

H. W. AUSTIN, 
Box 1,272, Malden, Mass. 


‘‘The People’s Medical Adviser,” by R. V. 
Pierce (new), for $2.00 worth of rare stamps. 
ACL. RAYNOLDS; 
Omio, Dakota. 


Thirty tin tags for a Scott or Durbin stamp 
catalogue : 370 for an International Album, 
E. S. HARVEY, Ridge, Ohio. 
Twenty-five stamp and coin papers sent 
postpaid for 20 cents ; or will exchange them 
for five arrow heads. 
F. A. THOMAS, Mexico, N. Y. 
A Remington rifle, in good condition, for 
eight dollars worth of U.S. stamps. Write 
me. PEARL O. ROBINSON, 
Plain City, Ohio. 


Thirty different Foreign stamps, 25 post 
marks, or 4 nice sea shells, for each Philatalic 
paper sent me, Fine specimens of Geodes 
for stamps. CHAS. O. HENBEST, 

Marshall, Ills. 


Books, papers and bracket designs, for 
birds’ eggs, stamps or Indian relics. 
A. A. HALSEY, Water Mills, N. Y. 
Lower Silurian fossils, books, coins, old 
stamp and curiosity papers, for books on ge- 
ology or good wood cuts of any kind. 
F. C, JOHNSON, Boonville, Nev. 


I have a few gross boxes of imported pens, 
for coins and U. S. stamps before 1870. Sam- 
ple pen sent on receipt of list. 

GiaRaS.. 
121 East 61st St., New York, N. Y. 


A fine Flobert rifle, revolver, scroll saw, 
etc., etc., for stamps of any kind. 
E. J. SMITH, Portsmouth, Ohio. 


Fine Indian relics, for U. S. coins or 
stamps. Send lists. 
H. T. UPSON, Parkersburg, W. V. 
A very large collection of birds’ eggs, fora 
good double-barrel shot gun, either breech or 
muzzle loader. Please write me. 
ARTHUR B. ROBERTS, 
Weymouth, Ohio. 


Minerals, fossils and curiosities, [for the 


COMMON 


Col. Rev. Stamp and Stamp World. 


same. An eagle-claw fish hook, for a good 


fossil fish or six Indian arrow heads. 
U. R. PERRINE, 
Water Valley, N. Y. 


SENSE. 


Fine cabinet minerals, to exchange for 
birds’ eggs in sets, or other minerais. 
G. L. BRIGHAM, Bolton, Mass. 


Many ine and different specimens of fos- 
sils, for other fossils. Send lists. 
FRANK J. FORD, 
725 Waco St., Wichita, Kans. 
Twenty-five different tin tags for every In- 
dian arrow head sent me. 
FRANK VAN VOORHIS, 
Eldora, Iowa, 


This paper a whole year, postpaid, for five | 
Indian arrow heads, or two spear heads. One | 


hundred different Foreign stamps for four ar- 
row heads. Long list of curiosities and relics 
to exchange. Collectors send list. 

F, A. THOMAS, Mexico, N. Y. 


Buffalo horns, beaver skulls, four kinds 
cactus, live prairie dogs, minerals, fossil 
bones; etc., to exchange for arrow heads, 
spear heads and other good Indian relics or 
curiosities. GEORGE MOORE, 

Cambridge, Furnas Co., Nebraska. 


Birds’ eggs, with a datas, and a Scotts’ In- 
ternational stamp album, containing the rules, 
flags and arms of every nation, and 500 
stamps, for large U. S. cents. A Scotts’ In- 
ternational stamp album, with or without 
stamps, or complete volumes of the Golden 
Days, Golden Argosy or Youths’ Companion, 
unbound and in good condition. 

A. -H. BEERS, 
600 E, Pratt St., Baltimore, Md. 


U. S. revenue, document, match, medicine, 


proprietary, playing cards and stamped en- | 


velopes to exchange for others, or for stamps. 


| B. G. A., P. O. Box 67, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


A collection of 30 different kinds of wood 
for the best offer of coins or relics. 
OSCAR M. HEISS, 
956 Shackamaxon St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Have coins and stamps, for same. Send 
lists. Ch Seas 
TOTO .OIst St New: VOrk. IN, -Y. 
Fifty Foreign stamps for every copy of P. 
je OFA Western PinlBhaS, 2, Oc C Pe, 
Not 
less than five copies taken at a time. 
N. G.BItTiInG: 
2,628 N.1ith St., Phila., Pa. 


Amateur papers wanted. Will give good 
exchange. GU. DUER, 
Millersburg, Ohio. 
Four fossil shells for an arrow head; a 
stone war club for other relics. 1,500 differ- 
ent stamps for other curiosities or relics. 
TREVOR KINCAID, 
Peterboro, Ont., Canada. 


Minerals Wanted.—Will exchange bird 
skins, fossils, land and fresh watershells, and 
botanical specimens. Please send lists at 
once. PROF AL LOD D: 

Elk Head, Oregon. 


One hundred varieties of minerals, for In- 
dian relics. W.Va 
448 5th Avenue, New York, N. Y. 


Quartz Xtals, for relics and curiosities. 
G. W. CHAPIN, Fonda, N. Y. 


One hundred Foreign stamps, for to U. 
S. match, medicine, or department stamps of 
any kind, MAT. LENNON, Jr., 

Gilroy, Cal. 


Five good Chinese coins, for every V 
nickel without cents. H. E. KELLEY, 
Ceres, Cal. 


I wish to exchange Foreign stamps, geodes, 
minerals and sea shells, for U.S. stamps of 
any kind. C.. 0, HENBEST. 

Marshall, Ills. 


BUTT yyy 


«| DEALERS be 


Tf you wish to do business, just 


| advertise in 


«<1 COMMON SENSE. be 


Read the following; could give 
many more just such if I had the 
space : 


I received over 125 answers to my 2 in. 
‘‘ad.” in COMMON SENSE. It is the ‘‘ boss ”’ 
paper. E. W. VOUTE, 

307 Webster Ave., Chicago, III. 


CoMMON SENSE is the best paper we have 
ever advertised in. We received over I00 
answers to our I in. ‘‘ad.” 

BOYS’ GLOBE PUB:-CO.; 
Pittsfield, Mass. 


COMMON SENSE is a fine paper. I know I 
received 87 answers to my I in, ‘‘ad.” I 
got them from Maine to California. 

OSBORNE YELLOTT, 
Towson, Md. 


Remember, 3,000 copies go out 
each month. The rates are very low. 
Try it, and see the result. 


Professor A. G. Bourne has made 
a number of experiments on three 
species of'scorpions found at Madras, 
with the idea of determining wheth- 
er the popular notion that scorpions 
can commit suicide is true. He 
finds that it is undoubtedly physi- 


cally impossible for a scorpion to 


sting itself in a vulnerable place, 
and when one is placed in very un- 
pleasant circumstances it not un- 
frequently lashes its tail about and 
causes actual penetration of the 
sting. But the poison of a scorpion 
is quite powerless to kill the same 
individual or another of the same 
or even of ‘another species. Two 
scorpions, when fighting, repeatedly 
sting one another with little, if any, 
effect, the stronger killing the weak- 
er by tearing it to pieces. The 
poison may be pressed out of the 
sting with the fingers or a pair of 
forceps, when it is found to be of a 
milky white fluid, with a very pun- 
gent smell resembling that of formic 
acid.—Scientific American. 
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COMMON SENSE. 


F. A. THOMAS, - - - EDITOR. 
s———— = 
SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
@ne year, postpaid, ;2.63t.)~ sel. efs) yt. 25 cts 
TROON ELIS ons ens ee con ils call avsle aw ease! «= 15 Cts. 
Sampleecopyru. sick: bla = +: epsy* svete ° Free 
ADVERTISING RATES. 
© AWC, WEVCAT owed tiees (ets ceded pice pean hots $3.00 


\% inch, 1 insertion .$ .25. 3 insertions Sees 
ia 


Pomeny « .40, : 1.00 
2 inches, ‘ has oe Ss e 1.75 
3 inches, ss (RODS 2.50 


SPECIAL RATES FOR LARGER SPACE. 


Communications on any of the subjects treated 
in this paper will be thankfully received. 

All advertising matter must be in by the 15th of 
the month to insure insertion in next number. 

Letters of inquiry must contain stamp for reply. 

Address all letters to the publisher, F. A. Thomas, 
Mexico, N. Y 


Prof. G. K. Green, of New Albany, 
Ind., offers a collection of 35 differ- 
ent specimens of fossil corals, the 
average size of the specimens are 
3x4 inches, and catalogued from 35 
_ to 75 cents per specimen, making a 
collection worth at least $20.00. 
This whole and rare collection given 
to the person sending the most sub- 
seribers to Common SEnsE before 
January Ist, 1888. The specimens 
are in my possession, and are very 
beautiful; no small or poor trash 
that he could not use, but large and 
first-class specimens. When send- 
ing subscriptions mention the prize 
offer, and I will give you credit for 
what you send. Every collector, 
young or old, should try for this. 
Remember you get a premium, a 
good paper for one year, and a 


chance of getting a $20.00 collec- | 


Let me hear 
Yours truly, 


THE Eprror. 
———°<+<>> o- 


NOTES AND REVIEW. 


tion, all for 25 cents. 
from you. 


—Remember, this a large eight 
page paper, and only twenty-five 
cents per-year. Subscribe. 

—Do not forget to read the ex- 
changes that are in this number, 
for you will find some very good 
ones. 

—Every subscriber can have an 
exchange published each month if 
he wishes. Send your exchange 
along with your subscription. 


—‘‘ The Buckeye State Collector ”’ 
isa good paper, and ought to live 
long. By the way, if a person 
thinks it is only fun to publish a 
paper, let them try it and see. 

—‘The Youths’ Leisure Hour’ is 
a new one from Boonville, N. Y. 
Twelve pages, full of good reading 
matter, and worth the price asked 
—35 cents per year. 

—‘The Stamp Collector’s Figaro”’ 
is alive paper. Editor Voute, they 
say, is only 17 years old, “‘ but he 
gets there, just the same.” 

—Philatelists may look for some 
good articles on Philately next is- 
sue. This is the only sample copy 


you will receive, and if you wish | 


this paper to come one year, send 
only 25 cents (postal note.) 


—Remember to buy your stamps 
of an old and reliable dealer. Such 
a person is found in Mr. I. W. Ris- 
don, Cambridgeport, Mass. Mr. R. 
has been in the business many 
years. 

—Mr. W. K. Moorhead, Xenia, 
Ohio, the well known archeoiogist, 


has sold his large stock of Indian | 


relics to Mr. Joseph Wigglesworth, 
of Wilmington, Delaware. 

—Do not forget the prize offer by 
Prof. G. K. Green. The specimens 
are very fine, and every collector 
should try for this great offer. Some 
one will get it—why not you? 
2+ o- 


PHILATELIC. 


BY ‘' TED.”’ 


—It is said there are 500,000 
stamp collectors in the U: 8S. If 
there are, the “‘ fools”’ (?) are quite 
a number. 


—When you wish to buy any 
stamps, do not buy them of a per- 
son who advertises a stamp worth 
$2.00 for 15 cents, for it is counter- 
feit no doubt. Go to some dealer 
who has been in the business long 
enough to have a name of dealing 
in genuine stamps. 

—Many young collectors will get 
counterfeit stamps in their collec- 
tions, and not know it at all, when, 
if they would take two or three 


| stamp papers, and read them care- 


fully, they would find out the 
difference between a fraud and a 
genuine stamp. 


PREMIUMS. — 


I will give to all who send twenty- 
five cents for this paper a whole 
year any one of the following: 
(Please remember that these speci- 
mens are large, perfect and fine, 
and to buy them one ata time from 
my list, or any other dealer’s, you 
would pay from ten to twenty-five 
cents per specimen. Sent back to 
you same day as your letter is re- 
ceived. 

1, a large shark’s egg: 2, a large sea urchin; 3,a 
large spec. of asbestos; 4, a large spec. of cocolite; 
5, a large spec. of copper ore; 6,a large spec. of 
silver ore ; 7, a large spec. of gold ore; 8, four good 
fossils; 9, four spec. of Indian pottery; 10, four 
good curiosities; 11, four good minerals; 12, twen- 


ty-five small sea shells; 13, pine cone, California; 
14, chestnut burr; 15, my 14 page price list. 


Send stamps or postal note; would rather have 
the latter. Send at once. 


FOSSILS. 


A large package of Crinoid Stems, Petri- 
fied Shells and Calamites, mixed, sent post- 
paid for 


-25 CEN Ts. 
Price list of curiosities, etc., FREE. 


D. T. MAY, Poland, Ohio. 
J. SMITE, 


—DEALER IN— 


Foreien Postage Stamps, 


Is sending out fine assortments of 


Postage Stamps on Approval 
TO RELIABLE PARTIES. 


Send for an assortment. 331% per cent. com- 
mission paid agents. 


Publishers “BUCKEYE STATE COLLECTOR.” 


TWENTY-FIVE CENTS PER YEAR. 


A year’s subscription given to all who sell $1.00 
worth of stamps from my sheets. 


Ed. SMITH, 46 Gallia St, Portsmouth, Ohio. 


ALLIGATOR TEETH, 


From Florida, 8c. each. Very large. 


GAR FISH SCALES, 


§ cents each. A curiosity. 


EE. 


Rattle Snake's Rattles, 


20 cents each. Rare 
ALI SENT POSTPAID, 


I desire to purchase U.S. Revenue and 
present issue U. S, Postage Stamps in large 
quantities. Stamps on approval at 25 per 
cent. commission. 


CHAS. G. WOODWORTH, 
Box 3003, DENVER, COL. 


SUBSGRIBE. 25 S24TS. 
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COMMON 


SENSE. 


BIRDS IN THEIR NESTS, 


In the exhibit of the Museum of 
Natural History the past summer 
were eighteen groups of birds, 
which make their homes some por- 
tion of the year in the city or with- 
in fifty miles of New York. Some 
of them are to be found in Central 
Park. Others were taken on the 
hills or along the coast of Long 
Island; most of them from West- 
chester county, but several of the 
rarer groups are only to be found 
in the marshes and deeper woods 
of New Jersey. The most interest- 


they do not simply represent stuffed 
birds under a glass case, but in each 
instance the bird is preserved in a 
life-like attitude, and its nest, eggs 
or young birds, and the tree or moss 
amid which its home-was made, are 
reproduced: In examining them, 
one has before him not a picture 
but a scrap of natureitself. In one 
instance, that of the field sparrow, 
the birds have built their home on 
a bog in the long grass by the side 


of arunning stream. <A part of the | 


bog was brought away bodily, and 
with it the imprint of a cow’s hoof 
close beside the nest, which the an- 


\. imal narrowly missed crushing 
~ when she came down to the stream 


to drink. 

The work of securing the birds 
and preparing them was done by 
Jeanness Richardson, the natural- 
ist, who has charge of the labora- 
tory of the museum. The foliage 
which looks so real is reproduced 
from the natural specimens by Mrs. 
E. S. Mogridge, who was connected 
with the Kensington museum in 
England, but is now engaged by 
the museum here. Mr. Richardson 
is an enthusiast in his work. He 
knows no keener enjoyment than 
searching out the home of some 
species to add to his collection. 


-During the summer his search was 


taken up with a search for ten 
more groups to add to the collec- 
tion. 

‘Hunting for specimens,” Mr. 
Richardson said, with a sparkle in 
his eye, “‘is the rarest sport I know 


| the coast every year. 


of, especially when the specimens 
are the smallest of all birds, and it 
is a particular species of them that 
you want. At first thought it would 
seem quite impossible to trace the 
humming birds you see flashing 
about the honeysuckle home to 
their nests. They buzz and flash 
like a meteor, and they are gone. 
Then there are half a dozen varie- 
ties of sparrows, which to the gen- 
eral observer all look alike, but here 
are several varieties in the groups 
I have collected, and when you look 
at them closely you will see that 


| there is a wide difference. Of course 
ing feature of these groups is that | 


you don’t often get a chance to ap- 
proach so near them when they are 
alive and in the fields. The habits 
of the several species are just as 
unlike as their appearance. One 
variety always makes its nest near 
the water on the ground, and an- 
other always under some overhang- 
ing bank or in the roots of an old 
tree. 

“Do you see this pair with the 
nest under the bank? That isa 
Louisiana water thrush. It is 
rather a rare bird in this section, 
but a few of them get up here along 
In the win- 
ter they go down into the West In- 
dies, Southern Mexico and Central 
America. They are beautiful sing- 
ers, but are not often heard because 
their homes are always deep in the 
woodland thickets, where they are 
not often intruded upon by human 
beings. I came on this male quite 
by accident, and it was a long hunt 
of nearly a week before I found the 
nest and secured both the birds. I 
was looking for another kind of 
bird, the red-breasted grosbeak, 
that is a powerful singer up in the 
new part of Westchester, when I 
heard the male thrush singing. I 
caught a good glimpse of him and 
recognized what he was. I followed 
him some distance and then lost 
him for the day. The next day I 
found him again and traced him 
down to a little stream, but I could 
get no further clue to him. For 
several days I brought my lunch 
and sat down on the bank and 
watched the little fellow. I could 


have shot him any time, but that 
would have done no good, as I 
wanted the nest. He seemed to 
know it and would alight on a 
branch almost within arm’s reach 
and sing with all his might and 
then dart out of sight. How did I 
get him? Why, at last I examined 
the bank, and right under the very 
| spot where I had eaten my lunche- 
on was the nest hidden away. The 
female was sitting upon it with the 
four white eggs spotted with brown, 
as you see. It waseasy to take the 
birds then, though I felt it a pity 
to do so. I cut out a piece of the 
bank, and there it is, the genuine 
Westchester soil that you see 


there.” 
“Do you use a shot gun to secure 


the birds?” 

“Yes, with the smallest kind of 
shot, hardly larger than mustard 
seed, and a light charge of powder. 
The small birds, like the phoebes 
| or the wrens, would be torn to pieces 
by larger shot. When I cannot 
carry away the surroundings of the 
nests I photograph them and take 
notes for their reproduction in the 
laboratory. It is quite easy to get 
the branch of an apple tree ora 
dogwoood on which Mrs. Mogridge 
has made such lifelike blossoms. 
The robins, too, were easy to get. 
Those cardinals I found in Central 
Park and got a permit to take 
them. They are very shy. A pair 
of them escaped in the park four or 
five years ago and they remain 
there summer and winter. There 
are about a dozen pair of them now. 
That little fellow is the oven bird, 
so called from its dome-shaped nest 
built on the ground, roofed over 
and with an entrance on one side. 
That little brown fellow singing to 
his mate is the ‘Politician.’ I found 
him upnear Hartsdale, Westchester, 
and there was a piece of the Tribune 
in his nest. He gets his name from 
his habit of picking up bits of news- 
paper to weave in his nest. In the 
winter he goes down the Gulf as far 
as Gautemala. The largest birds 
in the group are the clapper rails, a 
kind of snipe. I found them in the 
course of a hunt down on Long 
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iaiwad for the seaside sparrow. 
You see how these rails make their 
nests of eel grass and reeds. The 
nests are only found in the dense 
salt marshes. The birds have little 
Indian trails to the nests through 
the tall grass, but it is difficult to 
find them. They lay as many as 
twelve creamy buff eggs. Their 
harsh clattering notes give them 
their name, and they live in the 
marshes summer and winter.” 
<<>> —___ 


THE SILVER THREE CENT PIECE. 


BY JAY COOK. 


On the obverse of the silver three 
cent piece is a shield, in the center 
of a six-pointed star. On the re- 
verse the letter C with III within, 
with three small stars around: the 
C. The first one issued was in 
1851, it being the only date which 
the U. 8. mint at New Orleans, La., 
issued. The 1852 and 1853 pieces 
were issued at Philadelphia, Pa., 
and are the same design as the 
1851 piece. 

In 1854 two outlines were placed 
around the star and an olive branch 
above and three arrows below the 
III. 

The pieces of 1855 to 1859 were 
the same as 1854, but the piece of 
1859 is smaller with only one out- 
line around the star and a smaller 
date. There is no difference until 
1878, when their coinage was dis- 
continued by Congress, much to the 
delight of the public. 

‘Those of 1855, 1863, 1864 and all 
after 1865, are quite rare, as only a 
few were coined. Only proofs were 
issued in 1873. 


—_—_-<+=>--—___ 


Subscribe for Common SENSE. 


—Mrs. Rutherford B. Hayes, 
when in Washington, requested the 
Post Office Department to send her 
all the strange stamps which they 
handled, and her collection is the 
largest in Ohio. When a person 
starts collecting stamps the craze 
grows upon him, and is said to be 
as powerful as the opium habit. 
—P. TT. =: . 
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————DO YOU WANT———— 


Specimens that are Fine and Beautiful 


FOR A a MONEY? 


IF YOU DO, I CAN PLEASE YOU! 


1,400 star fish at 5c. each. 

I,000 sea urchins at 5c. each or 50c. per doz, 
2,000 shells, large, per:pair, 5c. or goc. ‘‘ 
B.000 S55: Tesinall eset BCR OV-T5C ie 
600 crabs’ backs, at 5c. each, or 4oc. per doz. 
500 sharks’ eggs, at 4c. each, or 35c. per doz. 
1oo horseshoe crabs, at 15c. each, or $1.25 ‘‘ 
200 arrow’s heads, Oregon (bird), 12c. each. 
200 arrow’s heads, Ohio (fine), 6c. each. 

600 arrow’s heads, Virginia (fine), toc. each. 
I,000 arrow heads (good), 5c. each. 

12 fine and perfect arrows sent for 60c. 

300 fine specimens chalk flint, 4c. 

200 fine specimens red jasper, 4c. 

200 fine specimens of asbestos, 4c. 

200 fine specimens of cocolite, 4c. 

200 fine specimens of copper ore, 4c. 

5 different specimens for only 15¢. 

10 different minerals, fine, 20c. 

40 different minerals, very fine, 75¢. 

Mineral scarf pin, beautiful, 25c. 

Chinese coins, 4c. Siamese coins, qc. 


Japan tempos, 4o0 years old (rare), 12c. 

5 large U.S. cents, different dates (old), 25¢. 

Io good foreign coins, worth 60c., 30c. 

5 foreign silver coins svery old, 1634, Stes 7 HC: 

3 different medals—W Washington, Independ- 
ence Hall and Lincoln Medal, all 25¢. 

Chinese chop sticks, pair, roc. 

Chinese horn nuts, 4c. 

Chinese newspapers, rare, roc, 

Chinese cacti nuts, 4c. 

Old newspapers, 1783, 25C.; 1805, I2c. 
Wood from old war ship New Orleans, war 
of 1812, polished, 3x414x¥ in., fine, r2c. 

Hot Springs’ crystal, two fine ones, 15¢c. 
Rattle snakes’ rattles, large, 20¢. 
Ostrich eggs, $1.50. 
to different birds’ eggs, worth $1, 40c, 


' Florida moss, large package, 5c, 


Bullets from Bull Run (genuine), r2c. 
5 diff. bullets from diff. battlefields, goc. 
Alligator teeth or buffalo teeth (large), 12c, 


Send 30c. for a package of ten curiosities ; 
worth by any list 50c.. Any order under 25¢. 
must contain 5c, extra for postage. Any or- 
der of $1.50 or more I will send Common 
SENSE one year free. My large twelve page 
price list of coins, stamps, relics, etc, , etc. 
sent with an order of 50c. Give mea trial. 


Yours very truly, 


F. A. THOMAS, 
Agents Wanted. Mexico, N. Y. 


SETS, + "CHEAP! 


‘Baden Land Post,-4. Vals. sacs 
Italy Prpy, 6 Vales ss sani semanas 12c 


Constantinople, 3 Var<csses 5c | 
Italy, Segnatasse, S Vare.s-s 2c 


| Roman States, 72VAE Sos esl I2c 


=) EIN CENT PACKET—| 
| contains Ig varieties inside en- 


| velope and one outside. Value | 
outside stamp averages Ioc. each. | 
| 


| Price roc., postpaid ; 3 for 23c. 


to parties giving references. 

| STAMP PHOTOS., $1 per roo. 

_ Address, JOHN S. BIXBY, 
835 West Main St., 


Decatur, Illinois: | 
| 


Send for circular and price 


—STAMPS ON APPROVAL—_| M 


SET 


U.S. Stamp Album. 


pL ER ee 


DO NOT 


Pass This By! 


4 Sancti Confederate and State Bills . . tee: 
Indian Arrows, from L. I. or S. C. 7 each, tbc: 
Nice 5x7 Chromos St is) ae aye ee ee toc. 
25 Nice Chromo Cards, with name on. . . roc. 


SEND FOR ESTIMATE ON ANY KIND OF 
JOB PRINTING. 


Embossed Pictures, Scrap Books, Perforated 
Mottoes, Birthday Cards, Etc., on hand. 


CIRCULARS FREE. AGENTS WANTED. 


Address, J. E. HANDSHAW, 
Smithtown Branch, N. Y. 


Yone, Sweet Home 


IF YOU WOULD LIKE 


A beautiful Home i Florida, 


OR ANY LAND, WRITE US. 


CURIOSITIES, 


WRITE US. 


WE HAVE EVERYTHING IN THE 
CURIOSITY LINE. 


OUR PRICES ARE VERY LOW! Q 
DO NOT FORGET TO WRITE US! 


J. 0. HICKEY & SON, Fort Myers, Fla, 


A. WHITING, sx 
%—_—_—-Foreign Stamp Dealer, 
e Box 1153, FIrcHBURG, MAss. 
Rare Approval Sheets at 25 per cent. commission 
sent on receipt of good reference. Price lists of 
sets and packets FREE. 


we 


ES 


— 
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ONE CENT POSTAGE. 

A peculiar plan, by which a por- 
tion of the government’s surplus 
money may be used, is proposed in 
the suggestion that letter postage 
should be reduced to one cent. The 
postal department of the govern- 
ment has never produced a surplus 
of revenue, and has never been run 
for such a purpose. The policy has 
been to reduce postage as soon as 


the revenue began to approximate 
expenditures. The policy proposed 
of one cent postage would be the 
most extreme yet pursued by the 
Post Office Department. The part 
which cheap postage has played in 


the development of the past twenty- | 


five years is not generally realized. 
There can be no harm in continu- 
ing in the same direction still fur- 
ther. One of the chief advantages 
to be derived from a change to one 
cent postage would be to largely do 
away with postal cards. The ex- 
tent to which these are used at 
present shows that one cent postage 
would be appreciated.— Albany Ea- 
press. 


ONLY THINK! 


—YOU CAN GET—— 


Arrow Points...-+++++s Biaote si 5c. to 0c, 
Spear Points...+..+++e.eeeeee 6c. to 2oc. 
Grinding Balls..--+-++++++++- 25c. to 40c. 

| Pipesececeeccccecsececcecees. 25c. to 40c. 

| AXESseeseeerersee pistes’ <s eee ceceecees 25. 
Pounders. ... 00s esceces<> sale'sleyeneses 25c. 

» 50 old U. S. Stamps (rare),-+++ +++ eee 25c. 
,' 25 old U. S. Cents (rare).----- a ee $1,00 


To the first person answering this adver- 
tisement, with an order over 25 cents, I will 
give a fine arrow point. Every 20 will re- 
ceive $1.00 worth of the above goods free. 


H. A. MEEK, Bedford, Iowa. 


BARGAINS! 


Great Britain, 1847, 1s., green, on 
original letter, 15c. 


16 unused Stamps for 20c. 
POSTAGE EXTRA. 


Fine sheets sent on approval to par- 
ties furnishing good reference. 
A. M. WRIGHT & CO., 
Box 151, BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


“GEODES! GEODES! 


Fine specimens at 5c. to 50c. each, 4oc. to $3.00 
per dozen—the prices governed by the quality. 

Moonstone, Sunstone, Green Feldspar, Agate, 
Steatite, Rose Quartz, Conglomerate, per speci- 
men, only roc. All postpaid. 

1oo different stamps, including Spain, West In- 
dies, Australia, Turkey, etc., only 15c. ; 150 varie- 
ties for 25c. ; 300 varieties for $1. Approval sheets 
sent. Cc. O. HENBEST, Marshall, Ills. 


(Mention this paper.) 


COMMON SENSE. 


ee 


EEE 


JOSEPH WIGGLESWORTH, 


——DEALER IN 


Fine Indian and Moma Relics, 


Genuine Implements of Stone, Etc. 


Good Arrow Heads at.......50c. per dozen. 
Fine Arrow Heads. ..75c. and $1 per dozen. 


A LARGE AND FINE STOCK OF 


| Axes, Celts, Pipes, Pestles, Spades, 


Hoes, Hemetites, etc. 


I also have a limited supply of 


Fine Mound Ornaments, Discoidale, Banner Stones, Etc, 


COLLECTIONS 


made up at all prices, and sent on approval 
only when full amount is sent as deposit. 


Dealers furnished with specimens in whole- 
sale lots. 
JOSEPH WIGGLESWORTH, 


Wilmington, Delaware. 


ES 


SIX MONTHS FREE! 


To introduce our large, handsome eight page 
monthly story paper—THE AMERICAN YOUTH, into 
50,000 homes where it is not now taken, we will 
send it SIX MONTHS free, as a trial trip, to any 
one sending us their address, plainly written, and 
five 2 cent stamps to pay postage on paper. Send 
to-day ; you will never regret it. 

Address, F. C. SMALLEY, Publ’r, 
DANBURY, CONN. 


(SSE SEE EA ASRS RD 


«| COLLECTORS. be 
Packet A contains Io varieties unused stamps, 
including Bulgaria, Greece, Heligo- 
land, Monica, etc. 

PRicse, 10 CENTS SILVER. 


100 Assorted Foreign Stamps---+-+-+++- 3c. 
250 ef as RSL Aone eletain te olare 6c. 
50 Varieties a We Ratt Mh ieaetannte 3c. 
Ge) oe De 8: WE eats eiate oieiet (3G 


Sheets of stamps on approval at 33% per 
cent. commission. Send a reference and a 2 
cent stamp for one. 

JOHN SUTCLIFFE, 


447 High St., Holyoke, Mass. 


| WISH TO BUY 


Small collections of U.S. revenue, document, 
match, medicine and beer stamps. Also odd 


lots of coins. 
Cc. REINWALD, 
Mansfield, Ohio. 


ENVELOPES. 
Your card printed on 50 XX Envelopes, sizes § 
or 6, and sent postpaid for 25 cents. Sample for 2 


cents. 
H. A. HINKLEY, DuBois, Ills. 


| 
| 


U. S. REVENUES. 


Revenue Collectors, send for one of my une- 
qualled sheets of U. S. Revenues, Lowest price. 
Commission 33% per cent. $25 first issue, $1.60; 
$25 second issue, $3.50; $20third issue, $5. Lists free. 


SHEETS OF FOREIGN and U. §. STAMPS 


ON APPROVAL. REFERENCE REQUIRED. 
JOSEPH HOLMES, Jr., 744 Broadway. New York, N.Y. 


§ ARGE WAR POINTS, postpaid, $1 per 
dozen. Postal note. 
WwW. F. MORGANE, 
New Salem, Randolph Co., N.C. 


WONDER OF ALL FOSSILS! 


IT send one dozen Sub-Carboniferous 
Crinoid Lilies for 35 cents. 


Large boxes $1; Samples, 5c. each. 
G. W. ROBINETT, Flag Pond, Va. 


Florida Quriosities. 
Alligator Eggs, Teeth, Skins, Sharks’ Teeth, 
Sea Curiosities, Bird Skins, &c., &c. 
Jie EE “PRICES VERY: LOW. ae 

(Gs Send stamp for List. 


GEO. S ROWLEY, 
Lake Worth, Florida. 


| 9 VERY AMUSING FLIRTATION 


CARDS, ONLY TEN CENTS. 
C. P. FRIBERG, Clarkfield, Minn. 


50 Varietieties of Foreign StampS- eee. iiecerss 3 cts. 
75 nt és 8 IU ete awigie wath. 77S 
roo Assorted pe eh BP one ae 3 cts. 
250 ts % Hh itll aba aheterets! ob 22-6 Cts. 
30 Var. So. Cen. Amer.stamps,a great bargain,38 cts, 
Standard Album (board)...-+cesseeccseescoes 24 cts. 
Sheets on Approval...scceseeee. sees 33% per cent. 


F. N. MASSOTH, 


Hanover Centre, Ind. 


LOOK! COLLECTORS, LOOK! 

Fossi] Coral 4c. to $1.00, Porcupine Quills 
6c. per dozen, Indian Pottery 2c. piece, 16c. 
per dozen, Arrowheads 3c. to Ioc. ; II varie- 
ties named minerals Ioc.; § var. Ix{f, I2c. ; 
II var. 25c. 10 var. first-class eggs 45c., 20 
var. $1. All the above postpaid. 
L. H. Henry, Bonapart, Iowa. 


She Stamp Qolleetor’s Figaro, 
THE Best 16 PAGE MONTHLY MAGAZINE 
Published in the interests of Philately. 

50 CENTS PER YEAR! 
5 CENTS PER COPY! 


Advertising rates will be made known upon 
application. 


ONE SAMPLE COPY FREE 
if you mention this paper. 
Exchange Department FREE to Subscribers. 


Address : 
E. W. VOUTE, Publisher, 
307 WEBSTER AVENUE, - CHICAGO, ILLS. 


a PAVING A LOT. Ole 


FOREIGN STAMPS, 


| I have put them up, roo different in a package— 
| some rare and fine stamps, I think, but | am nota 


stamp dealer, and do not know their value. One 
package 15c.; two 25c. Send now. 


F. A. THOMAS, Mexico, N. Y. 


